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EXECUTIVE SESSION 


Friday, June 20, 1975 


United States Senate, 
Select Committee to Study Governmental 
Operations with Respect to 
Governmental Activities, 

Washington, D. C. 


10 | The Committee mat, pursuant to notica, at 2:15 o'clock 


1] fee in Room S-407, The Capitol, Senator John Tower presiding. 


y ‘ 

Va Present: Senators Hart of Michigan, Huddleston, Mondale, 
; 

Lvorgan, Tower (presiding), Mathias, Baker and Schweiker. 


14 fF Also present: William Miller, Staff Director: Frederick 


ie 


1s [ns O. Schwarz, Jr., Chief Counsel; Curtis R. Smothers, Minority 
| 


.¢ Counsel; and Frederick Baron, Charles Kirbow, Burton Wides, 
“Michael J. Madigan, William Bader, David Aaron and Patrick 


1. 'Shea, Professional Staff Members. 
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Senator Towar. Tha Committee will come to order. 
Before wae proceed to hear the witness, I think we should 
5 ||have a report from the team that went down to the White House 
6 |ithis morning to examina some documents, and I balieve thay 
will report to us and have a recommendation on how the Committee : 
should agree to handle this material, and shall I call on -- 
Senator Mondale. Ioward has the notes. 
Senator Tower. I call on Senator Baker. 
Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, Rill Rader has the notes. 
Senator Mondale. Well then, call on ma, I can read them. 


Se.ator Tower. Mr. Bader? 


WARD & PAUL 


Mr. Bader. Thank you, Senator. 
The documents that we reviewed briefly at the White House 
isituation room were four different categories. 
In the first category, there were copies of the so-called 
These files contain minutes of the Special 


.Group Augmented and copies of the rest of the Mongoose files, 
ie 

jarranged in chronological order. And these holdings are from 
I 


ithe files of the Executive Secretary of the 49 Committee and 


\i : 
., jinclude the files of the Chairman and the Executive Secretary 


i 


,. Of the Special Group Augmented. 


410 Fars: Street, $0. Wastenaton. OC. 20003 


Also these trust files are turned over to the Chairman by 


t 
General Lansdale after the group ceased functioning, that is, 


| 





1 j|the Mongoose group. As I looked at them, there were about a 


2 indeed documents in this first a=one: 


The second group of documents are CIA's Mongoose files, 


“which we have already seen. There are soma six files, and I 


assume these are the same files, and we have seen them. But of 


, 
lcourse, we didn't have a chance to go through them with any 


= 


% 


The third group of files were the Rockefeller Commission 
papers and files on assassination, and that includes the summary 


log facts, the Laventignttor of plans for the assassination of 


i 
“Castro and perhaps more than Castro, the other assassinations, 


ny 


1% Trujillo as well. 


1@ 4 
WARD & PauUL 


Mr. Madigan. Lumumba‘s in there and also a reference to 


Sukarno. 


Cc. 
Cc 


Mr. Baker. That is a some 89 or 90 page document which, as. 


* 


4 
ie 


‘T say, is a’summary of facts, and this was prepared by David 


7 


‘Belin. 

Senator Baker. It might be important to note here, Mr. 
Chairman, that the White House indicated to us that that summary 
was not a Rockefeller Commission document and did not nacessarilv 
represaunt the vosition of the Rockefeller Commission as such. 

That is the way I interpret their lanquaqe. 

I get the ‘impression that this may havea been a summary that 


Was not accepted for conclusion in the report, therefore there 


410 Ferst Street, S§ Fo. Watnieqtan, O.C. 20003 


‘may ba some conflict. 
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» Wastunatan, OG. 
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Senator Morgan. It was prepared by whom? 
Senator Baker. Belin, the Executive Director. 


Mr. Bader. The last category, the fourth category, ara 


{ 
i 


| some Special Group minutes, that is, a file, it is a tiny file, 
li 
t 


really, of assassinations and allegations, and these minutes 


find them in their search that relatsad Only to Cuba and it is 
clear that there is a great deal more to come in this category 


of the Special Group minutes. It was just On Cuba. Thare was 


:nothing on the other assassinations. 


hs Senator Schweiker. You mean more that you have not seen 


yet? 


Mr. Bader. Mora that they have not put together as yet, 


ior at least they have not made available to us, and those were 


i| 
is 


the four categories. 


It is a little hard to judge just how much work it will 
‘take to go through them. It is, I would say, somewhere around 
-490 to 500 pages, perhaps. 


Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, I would ask Fritz and Bill 


4 


to monitor what I'm about to say next to make gure that T reflect 


‘ 


rit accurately. 
There is a general uneasiness at the White House about 
_letting us have these documents unrestricted, although pretty 


clearly they are committed to let us have them, under some 
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circumstance. 


i It is also clear to me that some documents have not yet 
“ 


i 


thave been deleted. I think we probably can qet that deleted 


jinformation before very long. 


f 
| The suggestion was made that we ask the White House to 


ipetng those documents up here by their own personnel on Monday 
bo 

"90 that we could use them to examine witnesses. If they care 
i 
to keep someone here to retain technical possession of the 


5 Sg ceenerted: to take them back with them at the close of that dav 


‘or any day on which we use them, they might do that, and that 
sooner or later we would have to find a way to utilize those 
documents, meaning to put certain documents in the record 
or to read them into the record or to supply copies. 

Rod Hill seemed to think well of that idea. T told him 

-that I would suggest it to Senator Tower and to the rest of 
the Committee, and hopefully Senator Tower or Senator Church 
would be back in touch with the ‘White House to see if we can 
negotiate an agreement Siena those lines. I think we can. 

think the ‘Thite House will agree to that arrangement. 

Senator Mondale. There are two points T would like to 
: make. ‘ 
Senator Tower. Fritz? 
Sanator “londal#. I think Hills was saying, from some of 


“the documentation we looked at it was clear that we may not yet 





Bese located and supplied to us and that parts of some documents - 


ach a te 
>= ? se 


ESI ar a prey. Site ey AYES Oe *. Beet F Mr EY do Br 
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1 ||have all of the documents thet wa ought to look at, and I think 
2 they are looking for more documents. Things we read referred 


to things that ware not there. So I don't think we can be 


Phone (Area 202) 544-6000 


satisfied yet that the full record is available for perusal. 


The second thing is, in our quick look it is vary apparent 


ij 
1 
| eae We must have the documentation. I saw some which would 


bean very important in our questioning McCone, which may 
helped him remember things. It was vary central to it. 

I think wa wasted a couple of hours when it could have been 
very quickly with one or two documents. 

I saw, there were saveral other documents that immediately 


struck me as being essential to our work. I don't think we saw 


pe ree eae 


. anything that was revolutionary or that filled in a lot of the 


‘r 
a4 


»¢antral gaps. : 
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F Senator Tower. You didn't see anything that was sensitive 


i 
16 1 £0 the extent that it might reflect on a foreign government, 


yy; OF somathing like that? 


‘ 


Senator Mondale. There might be stuff in there, honestly, 


7000.4 


I don't know. But just looking at our work -- 


Senator Tower. What you're gaying, Fritz, is you don't 


! think we need all of it, that we could select out some of it. 


Wasrandgiva, 0.¢ 


z was that it? 


Senator Mondale. What I am saying is I think there is 


210 Fusst Sleeei, SE. 


‘more available somewhere than we saw, and they said they are 


y still looking. Hills said he wasn't satisfied that it was all 





1 there yet, and secondly, wa've got to have it. 


é Senator Tower, Right. ; 
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Senator Mondale. And we need it for Cross~examination and 


Ilwe need it --+ 


| Senator Tower. Well, the question is, do you need evary- 
thing that you looked at today, or do you think -- 


Senator Mondale. I don't know. Some of the stuff we 


. 


8 jlalready have. 
9 Mr. Bader. Some, we already have. 
Senator Mondale. So we don't need that. 


Senator Tower. Yes. 


Senator Mondale. The other material, it struck me that 


WARD & PauL 


"y don't see what we have to lose by having most of it. 1 think 
imost of it is historical. 
Senator Baker. I think we ought to have all of it, John. 


Phe essence of the suggustion I tried to make was that we have 


il physically present in this room all of it, and then we can decicy 


‘how Wu use it and what varts of it. 
: Senator Huddleston. Ong question on the documents. 

Is that just the material that the Rockefeller Commissicz, 
has had? 

Senator Baker. No, the Rockefeller Commission apparently 


has not had these NSC Minutes. 


Senator Mondale. They did not have the NSC minutes. 


SLO Ferst Stewet, $.0., Washensqisn, D.C, 270003 


Mr. Schwarz. They asked for them and wa were told about 





al 


Rockafelier Commission for some reason. 


ten days ago that the White House refused to give it to the 
t 
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Sunator Baker. Tha's right. 


Senator Mondale. The interesting. thing, enbing sineeteulass: 
iit tells you exactly who was 4t all'of:these meetings. 

Senator Baker. That's remarkable, there's no doubt about 
who was there and in most cases who said what. 


Senator Mondale. The heat was on, there's no doubt about 


Senator Tower. You've heard Senator Baker's proposal. 
7 “Is it the sense of the Committee that we should adopt that 
procedure for now, at least, for -- let's say, what is it, 


‘Monday that we want them up here? 


WARD & PAUL 


Mr. Schwarz. Bundy is coming at 2:99 o'clock on Monday 
is and wa've set an opportunity to meet with him and go over and 
 petasi his recollection and so forth. Are we entitled to have 
them for that purpose as well as the actual use of them at the 
hearing? 
Senator Baker. My understanding is that there is to be no 
restriction on our use of them. 
Senator Mondale. We not only need them, but we need tham 
“in a way that they're useful to us on cross-examination. Now, as 


I understand it, the staff will be down there this afternoon an? 


‘maybe into tomorrow and the next day, for that matter. 


ALO Firat Street, S.E.. Washingtan, OC. 2600603 


Senator Tower. So the staff can sift through some of this? 
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cha 
f 


& 


Mr. Schwarz. And digest it, and so forth. 
Senator Mondale. And we should ask that the materials 


[cnet are appropriate or relevant to the next witness be avail- 
| 


| able to us and that staff have them organized inrondar. 


iF x 


Ito help us. 
i 
| Senator Baker. Thera is a point thera I'd like to vary on a 


jlleele. 
i 


I don't want to give the White House an opportunity to pick 
| 
Hout of that stuff what they're going to send up here. I would 


| 
; like our request to be to send all of it, and then for us to 


decide hers, with the White House concurrence, on how we use it, 


..' that ds, do we read it. into the record, do we photocopy it, or 


do they supply us a copy of it. 


Let us make the essence of it that they send it here. 


:. ' Senator Tower. The proposition by Senator faker is that 


, we ask. them to bring the documents here, allow the bearer to 


Abe present while the documents are being used, so they maintain 


t 


i 


technical possession and take them back to the White House after 
we have uSed them in our session or subsequent sessions. 

‘Then we can determine at a later time what final disnosition we 
‘make. 

Is that correct, Howard? 

Senator Baker. That's correct. 


Senatcr Tower. I was not able to get Senator Church. We 


_ tis off in the wilds of Idaho. 
clad 
| 


| 





a! pepe ue TT ree ee ee ee ee a rd 
SEER NRE RRR HSE SE CIN a 










9 


i Mr. Schwarz. I talked with him last night, and thia is 
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2 an consistent with our conversation. 
i Senator Tower. I think this will be agreeable with him, 


4 ubut I told his secretary that if, for any reason, after he gets 













5 jin touch with his office he does find it objectionable that I 


cae 








would reopen the matter in a subsequent meeting. 
a 7 | Senator Mondale. Just one question. 
aS , 
a 8 | There would not be a White House staff person here during an 
ie Oa i ae 
9 | Someone's testimony? : 
° ! oa 
t Lc Mr. Schwarz. ‘They'd sit outside thea door. : 
4 : 
i 7 ° 
Cc ae . Senator Mondale. I don't think he should be here 48 4 ss, 





2 1s) monitor. va 
« ‘ ft 
e ee Senator Baker. I think that's a point we'll have to make “ 
3 a 
c 14 Clear. I agree with you, Fritz, he ought to be physically oe 
io ot ‘present, like guarding the door that we don't run off with it, *t 


.¢ - but not here. 

ct Senator Tower. And we would undertake that we're not going 
>». to xerox them or anythiug while he's sitting out there. ; 
ae Is that agrued on by everybodv? Is thare any objection to 
<° ‘that? 7 

Then that is the way We will proceed. 

Gt Sseaker Baker. Mike Madiaan makes a point that's well 


taken. It was Mike's understanding that Hill's was telling us 


we. there were certain other documunts that he had already identifiwd 
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but had not yet reviewed and we ought to make sure that we set 
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1 |lall of those as well. : 
2 | Senator Tower. I think the problem down there is they do | 
3 |not have enough ataff to get all of this stuff together, is that | 
é it? - 
5 ji Senator Baker. I think the problem is they do not want to 


: 
6 be taken by surprise. 


? i Senator Huddleston. They want to see it all first. 


| | 
& i Senator Tower. They want to see it before it comas to us? : 
9 Senator Baker. I don't blame them. ; 
13 I Senator Tower. I euaezatand Mr. Kissinger pao oaie interest 
aoe! Can Saeing them. 
Se Senator Mondale. I think that's why they don't have enouts 
i: staff. 
mar Senator Tower. Okay. 
seal Is there anything else of a housekeeping nature to come 
V¢ ae | 


ae Senator Baker. I might say to the Sais: Mr. Chairman, 
a: ‘that you conducted a most intriguing interview with Mr. Angletor. 
am, yosterday. 

Senator Towar. We did. In effect. we took a deposition 


. from him in my office yesterday, and I think it was very 





Il 
oy ‘ dlluminating, to say the least. 





Senator Morgan. He looks the part. 
Te Senator Baker. He sure does. 


a Senator Tower. So I would suggest to the Committee 
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11 
the reading of that deposition. I think it would be worth your 


time. 

Senator Baker and Senator Mathias were there also. 

All right. 

Mr. Kirbow? 

Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Chairman, I think it would be heloful to 
ithe members if they know that when Mr. Conein - testifying trat 


the has before him what he refers to as an Seebeactien report, 


9 | in which both he and the Station Chief before Mr Mr. (eae Mr. OG 
—_ 


—- 


URichacaaen: John Richardson, compiled immediately after the coun 


took Place in Saigon. 


oi He is going to limit his testimony Principally, since he 


- 


has no personal knowledge of the Washington scene, to Painting 


‘for the Committee, if you will, a picture of the events that 


transpired from early May of 1963 On through the time of tha 


“coup, and he will then be prepared to answer any questions, 


-much as we did with Mr. Colby this morning. 


Senator Tower. He wants to proceed in narrative form? | 

Mr. Kirbow. Yes. 

Senator Tower. All right, we will proceed with Mr. Conein. 
(Whergupon, at 2:27 o'clock P-mM., the witness entered the 


. 
haaring room.) 
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Senator Tower. Mr. Conein, thank you for coming today. 


We will be questioning you under oath today, so if you would 
f 


raise your right hand, do you solemnly swear that the testimony 


iyou 4re about to give before this Committee is the truth, the 
i ( 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so halp you God? 

H 

t 


( Mr. Conein. .I do, sir. 


Senator Tower. Counsel will advise you on your rights. 


8 Mr. Kirbow. Please be seated. 


9 Mr. Schwarz. Mr. Conein, just a couple of procedural 
10 tmattera. 

| 
You are aware that you have the right to counsel? 


Mr. Conain. Right. 


Mr. Schwarz. And if at any time you want to stop and 


4 obtain counsel in the middle of these proceedings you have 
1 "that right as well? 

Z| f 
G : Mr. Conein. Yes. 


Mr. Schwarz..A:.' of course you have all your constitutional 
“rights including your rights under the Fifth Amendment, you 
understand that? 

Mr. Kirbdéw will question you. 


Senator Tower. Mr. Kirbow? 


X 
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TESTIMONY OF LUCIEN E. CONEIN 


t 


Wl Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Conein, for the record would you please 
: 
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I 
| 
state your. full name, your current eddress, and present 


‘ogcupatton? 
: Mr. Conein. My name is Lucien E. Conein, C-o-n-e-i-n. 
iJ live at 111] Ingleside -- I-n-g-1-e-s-i-d-e -- avenue, 
jMcLean, Virginia. 
| I am employed by the Department of Justice Prug Enforcement | 
‘Administration. 

Mr. Kirbow. Thank you. 

Mr. Conein, would you ba good enough to give the Committee 


a brief synopsis of your background from the time you first 


became angaged in any government work, either military or 


WARD & PAUL 


civilian? 
. Mr. Conein. I enlisted in the Army in 1941, September of 
1941, and in 1943 I graduated from OCS in Fort Benning, Georaia. 
At that time, I had been asked to volunteer for the Office 
of Strategic Servicas, which I did, and was sent to England for 


further training in the Special Operations Executive, which was 


Oc. 200901 


an Organization affiliated with the OSS under British Command. 


I was parachuted behind the lines in France in 1944. In 


. Me aMeetatite, 


December, 1944 I returned to the United States and I was sent 


for training preparatory to going to the China, Burma, tndia 


theatre which I did in 1945. 


ALO Crest Stemetl ss 


In March of 1945, the French garrison in French Indochine 
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had been attacked by the Japanese and 1 Was asked to parachute 


into the area to recuperate elements of the French forces, to 
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consolidate them, retrain them, go back into Indochina and to 
| : 
'l 


‘form a base for operations in the northern part of Indochina. 


; This I did and later on I was in Hanoi with the Viet Minh 


|took over in 1945, and I stayed until 1946 when I came back to 


the United States and then I was sent to the SSU mission, which 
ives the predecessor of the CIA, to Germany and I served in thea 

''SSU, the CIG and the CIA. 
| 
I left Germany in 1953, still in the military, where I 


“became a desk chief at CIA, and in 1954 I was asked by Mr. [lelms 


if I would go back to Vietnam, which I did, under the casita Of 


WARD A PAUL 


-than-Colonel Edward G. Lansdale and I was assigned to North 


Vietnam, — 
1b ° I stayed there until the Viet Minh took over in October of 
lf “1954. I then went to aeonoda: and in 1955 I came to Saigon. 
1¥ :and at that time, the operation was to establish a viable 


1: government in Vietnam, the government of ‘Ngo Dien Diem. 


O04 


I remained until 1956 and in 1956 I asked to he relieved 


a¢ 


from the CIA so I could return to the military service. I had 


satis, 


been up to that time, approximately 13 years as a military man 


, WA pAR Ha? 


with OSS, SSU, CIG and CIA. 


I left and I joined the Special Forces in the Army and I 


Aim busi Nteeet, Nk 


served from '56 to '59. In 1959 I was assigned to the Assistant 


‘Chief of Staff for Intelliqence of the U.S. Army and was sent to 
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1 eon where I served for two years. 


2 I retired from the military in 1961 and returned to the 


r 


I was sent to Vietnam in 1961 and I ramained in Vietnam 
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“until August of 1967. 


I left the CIA in 1968, July the 15th, retired from the 


t 
+ 


cra and military. I went in private businass for a couple of 
iyears and in 1971 I worked as a consultant for the White House 
itor approximately four months, four or five months. 

I then was a consultant to the Bureau of Narcotics and 
F 


- \Dangerous Drugs of the Departmant of Justice and I joined the 
“DEA in 1973 and I am presently working for the DEA. 


Mr. Kirbow. Directing your attention than to that period 


WARD A FAUL 


‘after you returned to Vietnam after 196] to the period beginning 
in early 1963, would you relate to the Committee your experiences 
» din connection with the build-up and the eventual General's 
2£ coup and the downfall of the Diem government? 
=f Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 


In Fébruary of 1962, two Air Force pilots, Vietnamese Air 


Force pilots, attacked the Presidential Palace of Ngo Dien Dien. 


D.c, 20604 


This was not the first indication that thare was something > 


toe, 


wrong, because if you will recall in November of 1960 there was 
‘ 


‘another attempted coun. 


Nreert, SOF) Veantone 


At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the 


aeyt 


.. different military leaders which I knew and had known in the 


ain¢ 


c: ‘past to find out what was the vdolitical pressure, what was the 


“TOP-SECRET 
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temperature, was there really some dissidence within the militar 


‘ranks, was there really a basis for an uprising against Ngo Dien 
~ 
l tem. 
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I was unable at that time to determine this fact. There 


Iwas isolated dissidence within the military structure. This was: 


( 
| reported in pabeuaty or March in 1962. 


i In the meantime, Mr. Colby had assigned me to work with the- 


putatates of the Interior of the Government of vietnam, and I 


j 
H 


i WAS responsible to be the liaison between the CIA aid the 


e Ministry of the Interior on a program, on a project, which was 


“called Strategic Hamlet Program. 


This was an idea forwarded by Ngo Dien Nhu, the President's 


WARD & PAUL 


“brother and counsellor, to establish security within the 
hanlets and the villages where people lived so that they coulc 
deny access of food, taxes and what have you to the Vietcong. 
In this position I was able to travel quite extensively 
i7 - because I was under the auspices of the Ministry of. the Intericr 


and indirectly I worked for the President's brother who was in 


ad tee 


charge of the program and by travelling I was able to go to 

every province, I was able to talk to unit commanders down to 

and including small sections. Some of thesa people I had known 
\ , 

for many years; some of them I had known back even in World Ver 


Il. ‘Some of them were in powerful positions, and I was able ty 


Dp baest Street, tb 


talk to them on a person to person basis, not as a govarnment 


official. 
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I did wear a uniform though I was out of the Army when I 
| 


was in that position because those military commanders who knew 
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ima always assumed that I was in the Army and that I was still int 


!the Army. ‘Therefore, it was much easier for me to travel in 
I 


uniform and special arrangements were made for me to carry an 
| saontteteation card as being an active duty military officer. 
This was done with the Permission of General Harkins, and 
At was also known to General Westmoreland when Gonexad Wast- 


imoreland took over. 


4 

1 

{ 

I 

. 1 


*} 


In that period, I would say that the country team was 
reecompe tae to get organized so thay could show that they were 
“speaking with one head under Ambassador Nolting, | “ea we had 

: a committee which the military and also "I agencies, includina 
the CIA, were members, and it was called the Truehart Committee 

_ Where we jointly made plans to help out the government of 


. iVietnam in different programs, whether they be military programs 


"* 
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+ “Or USAID type programs, self-help programs, also programs of 
: _ which to arm the villagers so they could protect themselves. 
We didn't arm them with modern weanons, we gave them 
shotgums, .12 gauge shotguns. There were very vfew modern 


Weapons available for that type of activity. 
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At the same time, we were interested in the Montaqnard 


Program and I did work with the Montaqnards ~- those are the 
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“hill tribes in central Vietnam. 


We did arm certain elements of the Montagnards, and we dil 
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keep tham up and organize them in paramilitary forces, and enses 
forcas were eventually turned over completely to the U.S. | 


Army. : / 


About -~- well, I can say definitely on 7 of May, 1963, 
‘the Minister of Intsrior, myself and his entourage flew to 


ltue in cantral Vietnam. While in Hue, it was on my aircraft that 
il 
i 


ir had assigned to me for that day -- while in Hue, they had a 


S 


vary large meeting of differant military authorities and at that. 


time I did not realize what was going on. 


( 
{ 
| They had met with the President's brother, Ngo Dien Can, 
| 
‘ 


+ 
jwho was considered the war lord,' in a way, and some decisions 


“were made, of which I was not, aware of. ‘Ya returned quite late 

i the night of the 7th; though.I wanted to stay, the Ministry of 
Interior told me it would ba impossible. I wanted to see 
celebration of the birthday of Buddha. I wanted to see 
boats with the candles lit going down the perfumed river, 
it was not to ba. 
The next day there was an attack by the military forces on 
Buddhists. Up to that time, the Buddhists, as an entity, 


not a political force and never thoudht of baing, and wher 


attack on the Buddhists came about, this was, in my estime- 


“tion, one of the turning points in what was hapoening in Vietran. 


It could have been salvaged, but this -- aqain, I had 
talked later with the Minister of the Interior and I had talba: 


bwith Ngo Dien Nhu on several occasions when they were trying ‘- 


1 
. 
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appease the situation. Thay were trying to meet some demands 


i 
jot the Buddhist leaders. This, unfortunately, did not come 


Prone (Ares 202) 544-6000 


labout. 


I did not travel too much during the latter part of May 
‘or Juna, and it was quite evidant at that tima, to me and to 
Jother people who were there that there was a strong anti-American 


jfeeling, and also a restriction put on by the government of 
J 


Vietnam about people associating with Americans. 
| : : 
The only time that it broke down was on the 4th of July of 


“1963 when the Ambassador Nolting threw a party for the Indepen- 
‘dence Day and it saemed like every military leader and political 
personality was attending American parties that day. 


I received a message to meet with General Don, . who 
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was Commander of ICORPS at that time, and it was in a public 
place, it was in es Caravelle Hotel downstairs where they had 
sort of a big dining room, a nightclub, anid I was present with 
General Don and his entourage and everybody from the Diem 
government was in the same place. The Place was jam packed. 


It was at that time on the 4th of July that I had the 


O.€, 20003 
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first indication that something serious was being ccntemplatec 
when General Don told me that if the Buddhist situation does 
not gst sattled that the military are planning. I reported 
this fact, and z believe it was around the 8th or roe Tuly, 


that more indications -- on thea llth of July, Ngo Dien Nhu 
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called the Generals together for a staff meeting at the General 
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[State Headquarters and shocked them by telling them that he 
| 


knew of some coup planning: going on-by the Generals. 

This scared the Generals and other officers, needless to 
‘say, that Ngo Dien Nhu would be completely awara that there 
‘was some dissidence in the ranks. 


4 Nothing happened much before the 20th or 2lst of August 


‘ha 1963. At that time -- I have to go back a little bit. 


We had had bonzes - purning themselves, and we had had local 


‘Press releases made by Madam Nhu that sometimes were not too 


: well received by the Americans and also antagonized the 


population. 


On the night of the 2lst of August, General Ton That Dinh, 
as Military Governor of Saigon and Commander of the 3rd Corps, 
had established a curfew. If I racall eoerRceiys the curfew 
was to start about 7:00 or 8:00 o'clock at niqht. Anybody 
seen after that time would be seen :-- after that would be shot. 
And that night, elements -~ later on, we didn't know at that 
time, later on proving to be elements of the Special Forces, 
which was the praetorian guard of Ngo Dien Nhu and the polices 
dressed in military uniforms attacked the pagodas in Saiqon. 
Now what was very bad about this, Ambassador Nolting had 
already been reliaved and Ambassador Lodge was on his way to 
take over. And Ambassador Lodge arrived on the 22nd or 23rd 


of August. I am not sure exactly of the date. 


And he found that Saigon was an armed camp. 
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1 Now, during this period of these attacks on the pagodas, 


2 ie had been many contacts made by a lot of people to anybody 
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Ss pee would listen to them talking about doing something about 


, doing away with the existing regime, I had talked with the 


1 


5 jdifferent generals and on the one tima in August -- I don't 

6 [recent if it was the 23rd or 24th -- we ‘received a cable which 

a [nas later been known as the famous Roger Hillsman cable, which 
| Practically gave us the go ahead that this type of thing could 


I 


g not continue. 


I 
Le Talking of type of thing, we're talking about the present 


os ll regime continuing as it was. 
There was a lot of talk of coups. We had met with 


-~Generals on different occasions. I had met with them, other 
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1 * people had also. We had met with Colonels and junior officers. 
is, , And we anticipated that thare would be some type of action taker 
"in the latter part of August. 
I€ you will recall, or those of you who don't know, it 
M aeegs at that time. It aborted because, one, thay did not 
», have necessary forces, I am talking about the coup piotkers, 
‘aia not have the necessary forces to comhat those loyal to the 
. Diem government, namely elements of the Marines, elemants of 
By the Rangers, the Presidential Guard, and other units, and 
especially the Special Forces, which were the best-armed troors 


., ) available. 
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oe ; - Also, they announced in the press that the CIA was payin:= 
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1 jofe or was paying to have a coup. This was a vary shrewd and 


2 'iecoes ca move on any man on the quality of Ngo Dien Nhu 
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who was a shrewd politician and also a master of psychological 


4 i:warfare. 


re) ‘ During the month of September, there was still more talk 


6 lof coups and at that time, the month of September, I had been 


7 told by Ambassador Lodge that. I was to monitor coup planning 


i 
8 vonly. I was not told to -- that I was to convey any messages. 


Pr. F 

9 =I had conveyed messagas to Big Minh on two occasions, General 
c- ; 
pe: 1) “Khiem -- K-h-i-e-m -- on one occasion. I had met General 


1: Khiem and Big Minh on another occasion. 
On several occasions I had met General Don and other 


}i military leaders. 
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In September, 





the latter part of Saptember, thera had heen 


}:. 'SOMe Teassessment of what had been going on. 







I will say this, that I worked for Ambassador Lodge. I 
reported to Ambassador Lodge and I received my instructions 


from Ambassador Lodge. If they ware cabled instructions, he had 







: _. @ Very good habit of not reading something. if4 would fold a 
é * .piece of paper and what pertained to you for instructions he 
: > would let you read that, and that alone so that you didn't 
z 
: 2- know who was sending it or where it came from. He just read 
2 : ‘ that, and he said those are the instructions, do you understand 
@ : vw. them? Yes, sir; ali right, go carry them out. 


In Octoher -- I'm running over these things in a hurry -- 
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ies October, the first part of October, I think October the 
W344 or 4th, I was asked to contact Big Minh. I was by myself 


| 


wand I contacted Big Minh at his headquartera. 
| 


At that time, Big Minh explained to me that thay had had, 
tthat there was going to be a coup d'etat, that they didn't want 
[this to be an American sponsored coup d'etat, thay wanted to ba 


“assured of American backing, specifically in the part where it 
i 


jcomes ¢ to military and economic aid after the coup had been 


“ successful. 
\y 


Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, could I interrupt for just 


a second? 

Senator Towar. Senator Baker. 

Senator Baker. It's a terribly fine point, and I don't 
mean to be critical, but could you elaborate a little bit on 
what you understood him to mean when he said he did not want 
it to be an American-sponsored coup d'etat, but he wanted 
assurances in advance of American economic and military support 


after a successful coup d'etat. 


Could you tell me how you make that distinction a little 


Clearer? 
7 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
I had specific instructions from the Ambassador, and all 
the instructions I received, Senator, before any meetina, I 


was told exactly what I would say, and if I recall] at that 


‘time, I was told to go ahead to the meeting, and I have it here 
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1 jin the paper -- and I hate to rifle through paper, but I could 


2 llanswer it if I could just -- 


Now, what the General meant, he did not want actual U.S. 


“4 


al is 
“participation in tha coup d'etat. Me did not want the U.S. 


‘government to start the coup d‘etat. Ile also outlined three 


i 
jgeneral ideas, this was the first time that a leader had 


ena the possibility of assassination. This assassination 

was not of Diem. This was -- if they could not do anything, it 

iwould ba the elimination of Ngo Dien Can who was the war lord 

tin central Vietnam and Ngo Nien Nhu. 

: At that time, General Minh did say that one of the altar- 

native means was to eliminate Can and Nhu and keep Diem. That 
1y (was one of the alternatives. 


4 


Senator Baker. Did they ask you for any support in 


” 


Lt 
Pree) 


eliminating either of these people? 
Mr. Conein. No, sir. I ‘had never; and even right up 
: -'to the very end, I had never been asked for any resources 
whatsoever to help or to aid in the elimination of any individuat. 
Senator Tower. This was developed in some considerable 
detail by Mr. Colby this morning and you might be interestec 
in reading the transcript. 
Mr. Kirbow. 1. think, having interrupted vou, approoriate.. 
Mr. Conein, could I ask you too, you have placed, or paennec 
. @ paper, made a chronology of all of the events immediatel-. 


o: . preceeding and after the coup d'etat. 
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25 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kirbow. Do you have a copy of that there before you? 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kirbow. And you hava looked at the original, which 
iz hold here? 
a Mr. Conein. Yes, I hive it here. 
‘Mr. Kirbow. This has been marked, Mr. Chairman, as 
g |Conein Exhibit No. 1 and I ask at this time that the entire 
9 ; document, as best evidence of what transpired at the time, be 
10 | placed in the record for future use by the Committee. 
1] | Senator Tower. Without ba ection: 
(The document referred to was 


marked as Conein Exhibit No. 1 


for identification.) 
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3 1 Mr. Kirbow. Please go ahead, Mr. Conein, with your : 

3 . 

3 2 i summary. : 

5 3 Mr. Conein. To answer your question on this, I have the 
4 —, This is my after action report that I wrote after 


‘| 
3 ithe coup d'etat. 
6 | In this, it says: "Big Minh did not expect U.S. government 
| 
|gupport for himself or his colleagues for a coup d'etat but did 


need U.S. government -assurances that U.S. government would not 









Vattempt to thwart his plans. Minh stated the need for continu- 


ation of American military and economic aid at the present 


| level. 
cae “Minh outlined thrae plans under consideration hy the Gen- 


| 
» 


ee erals: to assassinate Ngo Dien Nhu and Ngo Dien Can and to 
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14 keep President Diem in office. ‘Two, have the military units 









16 and isolate Saigon. Three, direct military action against the 


iy 


go into dissiden'oe against the government of Vietnam, encircle ae 


.imilitary units in Saigon." oF 


pyannnn@rart 


Mr. Kirbow. Thank you. 
a . Would you go ahead with your summary, please? 
; Mr. Conein. Under instructions of the Ambassador, I 
accelerated my contacts in monitoring Hue and reported back 
es. all times exactly what the conversations were. Sometimes 1 had 


.7 as many as two or three meetings. Primarily my meetings were 
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: with General Pon, who was the organizer in his position of 





4 


ie ' getting the commanders of differant military units committed 


|: 
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to the coup. 


| You must understand also, gentlemen, that there were not 
| 


yOne Coup plan. There were several. The problem that was facing 
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ithe People who were making assessments of this. was which one 


jhad tha most likely chance of succeeding? We were at the point 
7 
,of no return. There was no chance of pulling back, because 


there was going to be a coup. The best thing to do was to ( 


eesti and keep the U.S. government advised of who the principal 


“players were and what their intentions were then and in the 
i 
> ‘future. 


It was an impossible situation, and also during this time 


‘when it was getting down to thse critical element in October, they 


. pe 
had to have assurances, the Generals had to have assurances, 
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that I was speaking for the Ambassador. Several attempts were 

1i, made to get these assurances, and it was practically impossible 
“because of security around the Generals, who were already 
Suspect, it was almost impossible for anybody to approach them 
at a reception, although they had intended to do this. 


So it was arranged that the Ambassador did give the 


0.c. 20001 


proper assurances that I wes speaking for him and that I was 
acting upon his orders. 
Mr. Kirbow. Now that was done about the 17th of October? 
Mr. Conein. The 17th, 20th ~- it was in the middle of 


wy October it was assured that I was speaking for them, for the 


ALG Borst Street. SE. Washington, 


s+ Ambassador, and that I was carrying out his instructions. 
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Mr. Kirbow. Could I call your attention to an entry in 


that document that we discussed of 12 October where you er: 
e 

On page §S and ask you to alaborate for the Committee about 

ithis reference to Secretary McNamara? 


Mr. Conein. Yes. 


Here it says that: ' “Captain Nguyen Quang Nguyen, Chief 


i°* Operations, Armor Command, stated he was contacted by two 


different coup groups during the week of 5-12 October; the second 


“@oup. group was headed by Lt. Colonel Pham. Ngoc Thao” -- 


1 
, a Ngo Thao was an officer, extremely capable, extremely 


i 
brilliant. Unfortunately, he was killed later, about a year. 


° ‘and a half after the coun. He was working with the Chief of 
“s “the Secrsat Police, Dr. ‘Tran Khiem Tuyen, T-u-y-e-n. Dr. 


; Tuyen was the head of the President Diem’s Secret Police, the 


icivilian part of the Secret Polics, and had been so sinca 


..1955, but right at the tima of the coup d'etat, Ngo Diem Nhu 


, becamé highly suspicious ‘of. him and had appointed him as 


Consul General in Cairo and therefore Nr. Tuyen's group, it 

was also an important groun, was left over to Colonel Tau, 

“and Colonel Tau was trying to hold toqether a qroup of dissident 
Sea eaeas who were also making their plans based upon the 
:direction of Dr. Tuven who unrortunately never got to Cairo, 
but he did get as far as Hong Xong and stayad thers. 


So there were different elements contacting the sama 
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30 
It was absolutely necessary in the coup that the Armor wags 
tin. It was necessary that the Airborne was in. It was 
necessary that the proper military units, it was also necessary 


st 


>that the Air Force was in. 
Now, the opposition forces were the Praetorian Guards, 
j the Special Forces, and the Palace Guards, very well-equipped 


“and extremely well-armed and they were in Saigon. This 


‘was the danger, because to make a confrontation directly in 


“that city would have blown the hell out of the city tha way 
“these people shoot, I'm sorry to say. You have to have a truck 
of ammunition for each rifle that they shoot. 

Nr. Kirbow. During this period of October Or about that 
time, were you aware of ths requests that were heing made on 
the Ambassador and the Chief of Station to attempt to obtain 
detailed plans of the coup from -- 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kirbow. Were you instructed to take care of that? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

The request that had been made -- I assumed, I learned 
latar on, I learned later’ on that they were being made by 
Washington, I ee that they were made by Washington -- 
was to have complete detail ‘of the military plan, the politice! 
plan and their ideas for tha future. 

When I was talking at meetings ~-- now, I didn't go to 


‘Meetings like here, gentlemen; I had to Sneak around and meet 
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in a dantist's office and aven had to have some work done on 
I my teeth so that they could see that I had reason -- I mean, 


| that's an example. I had to sneak around, as I had a very high 


b 
+ 


"profile in Vietnam, sort of cover my tracka of why I was meating | 


jand talking to these different individuals. 
i 
| And I was told to try to procure these plans. I was 


| Promised these plans, and they had a coup committee, and I 
ho 

_ecenss afterwards, I didn't know it at the time, that thare 
i 


"was already dissidence within tha coup group, the people who 


- were going to pull tha coup, and one General didn't like the 


other General. The best way I can describe it, if you had 
three Vietnamese Generals sitting and talking to you, one 
General would walk out of the room to go to the john, two of 
them would tell you, don't trust that one and finallv the one 
who would outwait the other two and there would be one left, 
and he would say, don't trust those two. So it was a very 
difficult situation, gantlemean. It was not one of these things 
that you think just ran along very smoothly. 
It looks good in a report, but the frustrations of tryin. | 
to get the man to give you the things that he had promised 
you, to try to deal with different personalities through one 
“man or eas men, to get, was practically impossible. 
In the latter part of Oe kenar. as I say, I enter that the 


people back here in Washington figured out that I was being 


‘set up for a patsy and there was a possibility that it would be 
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31 32 
highly embarrassing for the United States government in case 


that it was found out that I had been set up @8 a patsy. They 
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made a recommendation that somebody more senior to me and with 
extensive military backgrounds should take over from me. 
1] 7 


i Senator Baker. Well, Mr. Chairman, why -- maybe this was 


covered earlier --. but why did you say you were being set 


Mr. Conein. No, somebody back here. 


Senator Schweiker. Why? 


Mr. Conein. Why? Because they couldn't understand why 


“this information of when we're going to plan and what is going 


to happen, what units are going to be, obviously somebody is 
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Setting me up for a patsy and would blame the United States 


{t 
‘| government. 
" 


i 
vb 


Senator Baker. Whe made that determination? 
“Mr. Conein. The peaple back hare thought I was being set 
up for a patsy, so they sent a message to the Ambassador and 
recommended that a very capable officer and a personal friend 
os OE mine, General Dick Stillwell, would take over instead of 
es But when this was brought up to General Don and the coup 


: members, they said, no, we trust Conein, we don't want anyhodry 
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else. So I continued. 
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There was a plan to transfer me at the last moment. I wish 


s they had. I wouldn't be here today, there would be somehody 
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1 Senator Baker. I have a cable to Baigon from McGeorge 





2 Bundy to Lodge, I guess it is 24 October. It says: "Eyes 


fy 
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only to Lodge and Harkins from Bundy. There may be danger. 
3 


"Nhu attempting entrapment through Don's approaches to Conein. 
) 






5 jPeel quite strongly that Lodge and Harkins can stand back from 









6 | any nonessential involvement. It seems wise to maintain close’ 






7 ,¢ontrol over meetings between Don and Conein." 






& Is that the message that activated the disengagement? 






_ Mr. Conein. Yas, sir. 








Senator Schweiker. Was the other telaqram we heard this 






| 
12 | morning related to this at all, or was that a different time 


t 
| 





ea 


©; Sequence, whereby we were warned that we Wanted to have nothing 


)y “to do with anything that smacked of assassination? 
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l< Mr. Schwarz. That is right in the same time period. 














ce Senator Schweiker. Was that part of the patsy concern? 






H 
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1G Mr. Conein. Oh, you're talking about that, on the 5th of 






jv i/October, sir, or on the 4th. There is one thing that you 






fo 


misunderstand. Thers might be a twenty-four hour difference 





because we cross ths international dateline, so I might say 


baad 
mt 
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«. the 3rd and it would be the 4th. 


red 


Senator Schweiker. How does that wire fit into what we 
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cs; &Fe talking about? 


Mr. Conein. All right, on tha 5th of October meeting 





wat Street, SP 








-between myself and Gereral 31g “Minh, Duong Van Minh, at his 
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. ‘headquarters, at this point, Minh Stated, and I read this over, 
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1 |fand outlined three plans under consideration_by the Generals 


2 ||to assassinate Ngo Dien Nhu and Ngo Dien Can and to keep 


Ks | President Diem in office. 
| 


: When I reported this to the Ambassador, we had at that 


time an Acting Chief of Station by the nama of fig GREE, He, 
jon his own, talked to the Ambassador and made a reference that 
ve should not -- I didn't know this, but that we should not 
eliminate the possibility of the assassination of Ngo Dien Can 
and Ngo Dien Nhu, that this might preclude bloodshed in Saiqon. 
ae He was, if [ recall properly, quite severely reprimanded 
lt Sy then-Director John McCone. 
Senator Schweiker. Well, McCone wired -- 
Senator Tower. That is what triggered the Colby wire back 
there, or McCone, which Colby actually sent. 
Mr. Schwarz. Are you testifying now from your cay lew of 
the documents, or from what you knew at the time? 
Mr. Conein. - I am testifying from a review of my after 
action report. : 
Mr. Schwarz. But your after action renort does not menticn 
the McCone cable. 
Mr. Conein. No. In my after action revort there were a 
lot of thinas left out. It woule have to be a book, sir. 
Mr. Schwarz. At the time, did you know of the McCone 


cable? 


Mr. Conein. I did not know, sir. 
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34 
Mr. Schwarz. The substance of it was not transmitted to 


you either? 
Mr. Conein. No, sir. 


Mr. Schwarz. So to make that Perfectly clear on the 


| record —— 


i 
| Senator Schweiker. The substance of it was not? 


Mr. Conein. The substanca of my stating the options, that 


Schwarz. You knew that had been communicated to us? 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
Senator Schweiker. But you did not know what option fa 
éliminated? 
Mr. Conain. No, sir. 
Mr. Schwarz. You were not told? 
Senator Schweiker. And yet you were the key guy in the 

: Coup? 

‘Mr. Conein. I was not told at that point. I was told 
later on Sea nn er ee I can't recall if it was around 
the 20th of October or when. 

Mr. Schwarz. toa Wake told by whom? 

Senator Schweiker. What by whom? 

‘ir. Conein. By Ambassador Lodge that we would not tolerates 
or would not condone any assassination, 

Senator Schweiker. Was that within the same timeframe? 


Mr. Conein. That was within a two-week timeframe, yes, sir. 
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35 
Senator Schweiker. And they were your instructions then? 


Mr. Conein. They were my instructions then, sir. 
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Mr. Schwarz. How did he convey that to you? Did he do it 
by showing you a cable, or orally, or what fashion? 


Mr. Conein. No, he told this to mé On a4 subsequent meetina 


Mr. Schwarz. Did he instruct you to tell the Generals 


i 

| 

| 

[at I had with the Generals, sir. 


that the United States Opposed assassination? 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
Senator Schweiker. And did you? 
Mr. Conein. /Yes, sir, 
Senator Schweiker. And what was their reaction to that? 


Mr. Conein. Tha reaction was just, okay. 


WARD @ FAUL 


We're not talking now about a businesslike way of doing 
| things. All right, you don't want it like that? Well, we'll 


| , 
“do it our own way anyway. They didn't say that, you know. 


‘ Senator Schweiker. That's what you got? 
Mr. Conein. They conveyed it, all right, you don't like it, 
We won't talk about it anymore. 


4r. Schwarz. Does your after action report say that you 


Passed that message On to Rig Minh? 


« Wosteoengtiier, O10. 2600 4 


Mr. Conein. I don't recall -- no, it ‘doesn't. I think 
‘that -- all right, the report -- I did not pass it to RBiq Minh, 


: I passed it to Don. 


ALO baeyt Street, SH 


Mr. Schwarz. Does your after action report say that? 





‘Mr. Conein. No, it doas not, ' 
i 
Mr. Schwarz. Does your action report describe the meeting | 
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‘iia you had with Don in which you say that you did. pass it 


ito him? 


4 Mr. Conein. It describes a meeting which I had with Don 
Ivnten I believe was on the 24th in which this was brought up. 
tt was in the airport at 9:00 0 rerock in the morning which 


wconfirmed that General Harkins had been informed -- had told 


Scie Don or told the Generals, I don't know which one he 


| ; 

Thad told, that they would not support the coup and Don told 
| 
"me that all plans were complete and had been checked and 


pC RnCk ed) and it was at this point that I said, you know, they 


“don! t go for this knocking off. 


WARD ® FAaUL 


Mr. Schwarz. Well, the action report has about twenty-five 
lines on that meeting? 
| Mr. Conein. No, sir, it has about fifteen. 

Mr. Schwarz. Page 7, area wea looking at the same -- 

Mr. Conein. We are looking now at page 6. It was at 

point 

Now the second meeting of that day was when I was pressing 
General Don, I was more interested in the political plans than 
I was of the actual goings on. This waS a request that had 
been levied On me by Washington, and what I wanted to do more 


than anything else is get before it happened what their politica} 
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‘plans were. 





Phone {Ares 202) 544-4000 


WARD & Paunr 


DLO Farst Stemet, SF | Wessticneeptenee, 


* 


ge are) eran a" Rg " cy cr ap erarsz ry, a Fat Fs 
TES TENT ERR FASE) DM eat 


Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Conein, ia there any doubt in your mina 
that you in some way, conveyed to either non or Big Minh the 
|Ambassador' 8 ‘position regarding assassination? 
Mr. Conein. Oh, I conveyed {t to Don that they didn't go 


4 
yfor it. That is all. 


Mr. Schwarz. Why didn't you put that in the action report 


which you made up in 1963? 


Mr. Conein. I never thought I'd come up here, sir, I'll 


tell you truthfully. I never thought I'd come up here and be 


; tasked that specific question, -so there are some things left 


i 
I, 
jout of my after action report, such as when wea drank beer 


rs ctegether or Something like that. I left a few things out. 


But this -- I never thought I would he here answering that 


- Specific question. If I had known that then, I assure you it 


would have been in there in capital letters. 


th 


‘ 
Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, can I ask one general ques- 


. “tion? 


Senator Tower. Senator Baker. 


Senator Baker. I apologize, T am sure that this must 


|have been covered in Previous testimony, hut Mr. Conain, what 
did you conceive your job to be in Vietnam at this, time? 
Mr. Conein. My job was to convey the orders heen my 


Ambassador and thea instructions fron my Ambassador to the 


‘People who were planning the coup, to monitor those individuals 


' 
1 


- ‘who were planning the coup, to get as much information so that 


| 
I; 
b 


te Ae eet 
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1 four government would not be caught with their pants down. 


2 Senator Baker. Did you, in fact, agree not to thwart ! 
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& | the coup and in fact to supply economic and military assistance 


i 
4 it the coup succeeded? 
i 
4 


Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, I did. 
Senator Huddleston. May I expand on that’ just a moment? 
Senator Tower. Senator Huddleston? 
Senator Huddleston. Did you conceive your objective to 
Ibe to encourage or promote the coup? 
| Mr. Conein. No, sir. 
; Senator Baker. Did you conceive it to be to promote a 


coup but to preserve deniability? 


Mr. Conein. No, sir. I did not see that I was to promote 


4 
> 
< 
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a 
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4 a coup. The coup was going to happen. 
: Senator Huddleston. You were just an observer? 
Mr. Conein. I was an observer and I was a liaison between 
my government and the people who were Plotting the coup. 
Senator Mondale: Did you discuss the possibility of 
discouraging the coup? 
Mr. Conein. No, sir. 
Senator Mondale. Why? , 
‘Mr. Conein. Because in thea monitoring of an incident, 


| if you start in a negative.--I did not, for example, encourage 


Abo faest Street NF lw 


“(them nor did I discouraqe them in the sense of answering 


es your question, sir. But I did not go in and say, oh, I think 
. 
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39 
this is bad, oh, I think this is awful on everything that they 


said, because I would then be cut off and be blinded. 
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“them as you did -- 


| Senator Mondale. I understand that, but when you met with 


Mr. Conein. Yas, sir, 


Senator Mondale. -- when you assured them that were there 


a coup they would be assured of support, were you not in fact 


encouraging the coup even though you say you were neutral, but 


| 
: 
| 


{ 
i 
' 

Iie you do it, these things will happen? 
| » Senator Schweiker. Senator Mondale, you missed -- there 
: oe a wire this morning clearly establishing the State Nepart- 
Ment passed on instructions to go ahead and have a coup, and 


that was the order of the day. 


WARD & FAUL 


Senator Tower. I think to clarify this -- 
Senator Mondale. Is that the Hillsman -- 
Senator Schweiker. The Hyannis Port wire. 
Senator Mondale. " May I look at that wire? 


Senator Schweiker. Just show it to Senator Mondale, that's 


¢ 
‘ 


De 20005 


Senator Tower. What was brought out this morning was that 


reagtens 


the CIA ani DOD took an official position in opposition to 


. Me eats 


topple Diem, but the State Department took a contrary view thet 
Jiem had to go and their function in carrying out national 


policy was to inform then. 


AID Fussy: Stemer SE 


Incidentally, we had lifted PL 480, the 
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commercial import program to show our displeasure at the Diem 


government. What they were doing was telling the plotters that 
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/ they were successful that this would be restored. 


Is this essentially correct, Mr. Conein? 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
Sir; when I did receive the information on the 24th or 26th, 
lz forget the date, August, which was the famous Hillsman 
cabla, I conveyed the points of that message to the coup 
, Plotters. I did not taka those back at all during any time. 
Senator Huddleston. One other question that Mr. Colby 
answered this morning, but I'd like your opinion, if there hat 


if » been no ineardat in the United States in deposing Diem, would 


Watt) & PAUL 


“there have been a coup? 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
Senator iluddleston. You think they were going ahead? 
Mr. Conein. I think there would have been, sir. The 
ys Catalyst that started that was what happened between the 
Buddhists -- 


Senator Schweiker. Who started the Buddhist thing? 


Which -- 


sya, fe 20008 


Mr. Conein. The Piem government. 


2 Me ae 


Senator Schweiker. And why, knowing what vou assessed, 


5st 


which was they were 4 neutral element and all of a sudden 


DUTP seg a pemet, 


they're antagonistic politically, why did they do it? 


- Mr. Conein. This I never could understand. I was up there 
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1 ||the day before. Now you're asking for my opinion. 


2 My opinion was that they had a chance to get out of it 
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& and get out of it very gracefully within the. first -two weeks 


latter the 8th of May incident in Hue by meeting the demands of 
| 


| 
| 
iPaying off the families of thosa people who were killed when 


{ 
[tne Military attacked the pagodas in Hue. If this would have 


:jfbeen done, I think that we would have been much better off. 
Again, this is my personal opinion. 


Senator Schweiker. If I can interrupt for one more 
minute =m 
Senator Huddleston. Go right ahead. 
Senator Schweiker. ‘You said that you thought this was a 


t 
i key, did I understand, sort of the turning point of the war? 


WARD & PAUL 


Mr. Conein. No, sir. This was the turning point of the 
‘political Situation, sir. 
i 

Senator Schweiker. I see. 

Mr. Conein. Not the war. 


Senator Schweiker. But it could have subsequently affected 


the outcome of the war by messing up the Stability of the 


» Od POON 


“political establishment, is that right? 


Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 


Senator Schweiker. Thank you. 
a i 
Senator Huddleston. You mentioned that Madam Nhu had been 
making some inflamatory statements that were unsettling to the 


. ipeople. Were you referring to the people of Vietnam or the 


TLC Soest Stree & 
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People of the United States? 


| I recall some very anti-Buddhist statements that she was 
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making, something to tha effect, why not let them burn 
: themselves up, or whatever? 
Mr. Conein. Yes. 


Sanator Huddleston. Vary unsympathetic, 


Mr. Conein. Very unsympathatic. This upsets -- the reasons 


being, the Buddhists are not -- 


Senator Huddleston. Are you referring to the Vietnamese 
' people? 


Mr. Conein. I am referring to the Vietnamese people. 


The people themselves, they claim to be &0 percent Ruddhist. 


Wahl A PAVE 


What happened, people who had never gone to a pagoda after 
she started making statements to tha effect that she'd like to 


::. furnish some muetard at a bonzes barbecue, or something to 
“that effect, this made peopla want to identify themselves 


th 


jv ‘against the regime and so they would go. 


Senator Huddleston. And this was the principal reason that 


7007! 


the United States felt that they had to get rid of the reqime, 


or One of the reasons? 


Mr. Conein. Oh, I don't know what we were thinking back 


, Wostengton, £94 


wy here. I was out there. But it was an intolerable situation 


Where you had a President who had a Catholic regime and I 


AVN EF oeyt NStewrt 


happen to be Catholic myself, sir, but who were being oppressive 


<: -against another religious group in the middle of a war. 
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Senator Huddleston. And you think that was the catalyst 


that got the coup started? 


Mr. Conein. This was the action I think was the catalyst 
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that brought down the Diem venine: 

i; o. 

f Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Conein, was it the general opinion amona 
you and your associates in the Agency and the State Department 
officials thera, the country team, so to speak, that the true 
i powae in the eee at that time was the brother and his 
wife or tha two brothers and not Diem? 


| Mr. Conein. Well, yes, sir. What had happened was, it 


wats becoming obvious to those people who were keeping abreast 


"of the situation, not only within the State Department, but 


: “also within USAID and JUSPOW and other government -entities 


WARD @ FAUL 


- “out there that Diem had been out of touch with reality and was 
oi {not getting the true facts, that everything was being channeled 
ithrough his brother Nhu. The control of the Republican 

HN 

; ‘Youths, which was based on the Hitlerian Youths, with nice 

8 ‘ide uniforms, Madam Nhu was the Chief of the Womar's Solidarity 
‘Movement, they had the Female Republican Youths, they controlled? 


“the civil guards, they controlled the praetorian quards, the 


‘Special Forces, they controlled a vast Secret Police mechanism 


.Wasteegtiun, O€ POOR 


i Jand all of this, including the police, was all under one man's 


\ 4 


contrel. This was Ngo Dian Nhu. 


In central Vietnam, Ngo Dien Can, the brother of Nqo Piar 


DDT EF geyt Stewet, 


. IDiem, was the actual war lord and notning happened up there 
h 
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without his personal approval. 


So what you had, you had a Catholic ragime superimposed 
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Hand running all of the political, economic and military entities 


“in the nation and then suppressing what, quote/unquote, was 
‘ considered the majority religious group in the country. 
i Senator Schweiker. The Buddhists? 


o 


Mr. Conein. The Buddhists. 


: Senator Tower. Weren't tha Buddhists themselves fraction- 
aj 
alized? 
| 


‘t Mr. Conein. Sir? 


Senator Tower. Weren't there two or three different 


principal sects of the Buddhists? 


WARD A PAUL 


Mr. Conein. Oh, thara were many principal sects of the 
Buddhists. There were three or four different sects, of 
course. 

i Senator Tower. Was this just one sect they were dealing 
with, or all of them? 

Mr. Conein. Once this happened that there was an aeeaey 
on the pagodas in Nue and followed up by an attack in August 


on the pagodas in Saigon, this consolidated all the factions 


of the Buddhists, so they became a political entity which they 


Waytees ptecen 


\ 


_: had never been before. 


e 


sort, SE 


Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, we have a vote in progress. 


Senator Mondale. Can I ask one question? 


ALO Faest te 


Your background in Vietnam went back many years. You knew 





— 


Prone (Area 202} 344-6000 


PSNI NTN oo p 


. i : 
ASE Bigs Anh 2? 8 ks fete, eee 
mi- ba 5 eal = 


46 


many of thase later leaders, Generals, you were working with 


}Much earlier in their careers, 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, 
Senator Mondale. And you spoke Vietnamese? | 


Mr. Conein, yf spoke it very badly, but 1 Spoke it. 1 


il 
| spoke Franch fluently, 


| Senator Mondale. But you were Picked, 1 gather, for this 


wifaison work because of this unique, longstanding Personal 


i 
'relationship with these Peopla, 


i 
JH Mr. Conein. f assume 80. I hope things work that way, 


WaRN @ PAUL 


i Senator. 

Senator Mondale. Wall, that was the idea, and then you 
met with them frequently? | 

Mr. Conein,. Yes, sir. 

Senator Mondale. And during those Occasions when they 


Were discussing their feelings about Diem and those around him 


- .and ‘the need for change, the Coup and 80 on, did they bring 


Wes eegtoe, D.C, 20004 
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UP €S8assinations as a possibility? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

Senator Mondale. They never did that? 

Mr. Conein. The 
UP WaS at the meeting I had with Big Minh as One of the options 
that he was COnsiderina, in Nctober of 1962, 

Senator Mondale. Was that the Oné where he was considerinae 


Nhu and SOMeOne elsa? 





BAR? 


we 


7 ~« = . p=; ry ~ Ge TE rns. jt 
Bsa I ava ROSMAN ROE SER mnie ee 


SES SOR STAR ee ane 


Mr, Conein,. Yeas. Mas 


Senator Mondale. But not Diem? 
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Mr. Conein. Not Diam, yes, sir. 

‘Saiatee Mondale. But they never once suggested: assassina- 
of Diem while you were thera? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir, not at that time. 


Senator Tower. Gentlemen, why don't we suspend and all go 


and come back? 


(A brief recess was taken at 3:26 p.m.) 
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Senator Tower. Let me suggest to the Committees that we | 
i | 
oo Mr. Conein to proceed with his summary and then, before 


we ask questions, because I think some of the questions might 


| 


be in that summary and. it might allow us to get through our 


|business in a little more orderly fashion. 


<7 


Ny So if you would proceed, Mr. Conein. 


| Mr. Conein. Thank you, sir. 


uOctober, I was-informed by Ganeral Don to convey to the 


In the latter part of October, specifically the 28th of 





!coup and that one, that I was to stay home and await further 


‘ lez aia, Ambassador Lodge, that they were ready to have a 
{ 


‘orders, that the coup would be accomplished before the 2nd 


;O£ November. - 

At that time, Ambassador Lodge was preparing to return 
te the United States for consultation with the President of 
Sehe United States. Ambassador Lodge made that known to me that 
‘he was coming back to the United States. 

General Don requested that I convey to the Ambassador that 
he do not ehange his plans to leave on the 31st of October to 
‘come back for consultation to the United States because if he 
‘did change his plans that this might ba a signal to the President 
‘and Nhu that something was qoing on. 

I don't know why, Bue the plans ware changed and Admiral 


Felt, CINCPAC Commander, came to Vietnam and landed and hae an 


“interview with the President that morning, the day that the coun 


“TOP-SEERET— 
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was going, or coming off, 


~ 


i . 

The coup started I believe here on the 3lst. It was the 
1 . 

list of November in Saigon. At approximately noon on the 


“Ist of November, I received an emissary telling me that I am to 


‘imove. I was changing into uniform when the second emissary came 


1 . 
lana said that I was to proceed immediately Per previously 


jarranged plans to the Joint General Staff Headquarterg. 
4 


! I had at that time a military jeep, a Vietnamese driver, 


two radio sets, a bag, an extra-large briefcase, and I was 


ij 
i 


“ “armed with a .38 revolver. This was for my Own personal 


" protection because it was a short-nosed revolver, and you 
couldn't hit anything further than two feet away from you. 
My driver, who was a Vietnamese Sergeant who had been 
detailed to ma by the military, was armed with a 45, 
We proceeded from my residsnce and about 1:00 o'fclock 
the afternoon and on the way ‘6 ~~ or the moment I got the 
Signal that the coup was on, I got onto my radio sets and 


alerted the Embassy through a voice code which 1 had and another 


1. Voice code which had been prearranged, to lat them know I was 


safe. 

I proceeded to the General Staff Headquarters, and there 
was firing going Gu between the Special Forces unit that was 
right next to the General: Staff Heedquarters and some of the 


elements, the troop elements, at the General Staff Headquarters. 


I arrived at the General Staff Headquarters approximatel: 





3:30 in the afternoon. The coup was than on. 


At the General Staff Headquarters there was General Big 
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Minh, General Little Minh, General Don, Genaral Khiem, General 
J 


j Le Van Kim, Colonel ‘Lam. -- Wall, a lot of military officers. 


jose of them wera of the Ganeral Staff €nd no unit commanders 


emnely ess 
Upon arrival I was with the Generals and they told me, 
Minh told me that they only had a couple of officers that 
i they were in doubt of who had not committed thansalves yet, but 
es ‘that it was in progress. They started the attack and it kep+ 


On going about 4:9n O'clock in the afternoon -- 1 have it here 
in my notes, but I'm trying to recall it without referring to 


~My notes -- our first call came in, Maybe %:9f or 4:00 o'clock 
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the afternoon, when they called Prasident Diem and asked 

d 
him to surrender and if he would Surrender that they would give 
him Sanctuary and allow him to escape from the country. 


This was refused. 


About the same time or a little afterwards, there was the 


Pons 


communications hetween Ambassador Locqe and President Dien. 


n° 


was in both radio and telephonic contact with the Embassy and 


keeping them posted of the units, the Personalities and what 


; WA paPrerngtatay, 


‘Was transpiring. I was to convey, one of the first messages 1 


Was to Convey was that they did not want any U.S, military 


. 


Officer or advisor with auy of the attacking units. They did 


ATO Fast steerer, WF 


"aot want any American Participation Within the coup. 
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They automatically closed down the airport as they always 


4 


yee in a coup and proceeded to attack the renee Police 
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lteadduareoes: take over the radio station, and get into the 
PTT which controlled tha communications. 

This was very unfortunate, because when they did this -- 
‘prior to the coup they had taken out the, I don't know, the 
- telephone terminals and in the process, instead of Leaving my 
‘telephone into my home open they had disconnected it. They 
aauie Only leave the Embassy lines open so therefore I was not 
“yatued until practically the last minute to proceed. They had 
heen trying to get ahold of me since about an hour before thev 


finally got in contact with me. 
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And the coup, different units or differant éelaments, had 
committed themselves and had progressed. We were not sure til} 
about 1:00 o'clock the following morning that the coup had 
been successful. At that time, it became quite obvious. There 
had been three or four communications between President Diam, 
Ngo Dien Nhu, with the General Officers, each time Diem refused 
to speak to Big Minh. 

And on several occasions I woul? warn the Embassy that 


certain shellings were goinq to take place, or bombings by * 


Véostecagran O<:.C. Soon) 


aircraft was going to take place at a certain time, to alert 


American personnal who might be living around the area to wate’; 


DIO Fues: Sieoer, SF. 


Out Or stay under cover hecause they were firing 195's in the 


Center of the city. 
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We had no American weaualins wounded or killed, during this | 
coup. I am talking from the American Side, now. The Vietnamase | 
suffered about 100 dead. ; 
At about 6:00 o'clock the following morning -- this is the 
jpare where it gets to tha point where what we are discussing is 


most important -- about 6:00 o'clock in the morning just as dawn 


| 
I 
. 
I 
1 
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was coming up, all of the officers that were in the coup and soma 


poneers On who, I don’t know how they got there, they were ali 


istanding out, including myself, we were Standing out on the vatio 


| 
lot the Joint General Staff Headquarters. At that time, there 
1 


“had bean some discussion going on among tha Generals and 


1: .Colonals who were there about what they wera going to do now. 


I only heard of one officer who was quite adamant about 


- ‘the climination of President Diem at that time. This officer, 


, iwho is now dead, a General by the name‘of Le, L-e, who was a 


i 


lA ‘former Chief of Police under Diem in 1955 or 'S6. He was for 


the killing of Diem. 

At about 6:49 or 6:30 or 6:40, a teleohone call came in 
from Diem. We still assumed that Diem was at Gailonq Palace 
G-a-i-l-o-n-g. And it was at this point that Diem talkad to 
Big Minh for the first time. \ 

He asked for full honors if -- he wanted to capitulate, 


but he wanted to have full honors. Biq Minh revlied to the 


»- ‘President that he could not quarantae ful) honors, if ane 


' 3 
‘during the time that Vietnamase wers atill killing one another. 
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1} Diem, something to the effect, said that he would order 


cease fire at the Palace. My recollection is it was about 10 
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[es to 7:00, mavba 10 minutes to 8:90. Now i had been up 
4 ‘ald night long, I had been working with this for a long time, 
. “$0 I can't say the time exactly, but it was around that time. 

re E 6 | There was a cease fire. and the people quit firing. At this 


> 4 stage, there were four armored cars and 113's ar escort of 


: i 


‘o bs “military police proceeded immediately from the Joint Ganeral 

i Pr. g “state Headquarters toward Gailong Palace. Rig Minh, with his 
So a 1: eee Captain Nhung, got into a sedan and with MTS Corps went 
= Cc -: Out the back road from the General Staff fleadquarters toward 

z Yr ; .. the back of the golf course and took a differant road from the 
2 5 @ 0 sp .. armored cars that went down Conq Le. 

: ——- ss 

ao c ; The armored column was commanded by a “aior Rang -- B-a-n-~ 
- as sp g -- who had been a former Province Chief at pa Lac Province. 


a 


f 


They proceeded to the Palace and they started searching 


7 


io _ the place. About an hour later -- and this is the part that is 


important -- when Rig Minh left, General Dorn and General “hiem 


€ and Le Van Xim were still at the General Staff Headquarters; sw 
G 

t. a 

c wes I. At this point, they proceeded to take the pictures of 

i Diem down, cover the Statue that was out in front of the Senere) 
c N 

z 


Steff lleadquarters and they took all teledshone Lines out an? : 


st 
fa) 








reverted to radio communication, and I would jJike to nut ons 


thing into nlace. Retween the telephone call at 6:19 or 6:29 


aine Wal Street, : 





in the morning and the second telenhone call which came at 1% 


minutes to 7:00 from Diem, I was asked by Big Minh and Don to 


get an aircraft. I called the Fmbassy -~- I still had telephone 


| 


communication -- I called the Embassy and I spoke to ur OG 
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ho was then Acting Chief of Station and who had been up 


jall night also. And I told them that it looked like Diem and 


| sho ware going to surrender and that I needed an aircraft. 
I 


il I was reminded that the United States government had no 


peers of immadiately recoanizing the new regime, or the 
| Junta; gecondly, that President Diem would be taken to the 


| 
ieee country that offerad him asylum; thirdly, that they did 


not want the aircraft to land in 4 country other than the 


country that “as going to give asvlum. For example, and I am 


just setting this as an example, assume that France was the 


WARD & PAUL 


first country to qrant President Diem asylum. They did not want 
an aircraft thet would have to land, say in Delhi, or Carach) 

or Teiran or anyplace else where Diem would get out and start 
forming a government in exile. 


Senator Baker. Was there any airplane that would fly shat 


0004 


Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. We had C-139's. They could not 


Oa 


fly that ‘far. We had KC-135'S, and t was told that thev coul: 


LW aSiiqnin, 


not get an aircraft for twenty-four hours, therefore it was ul. 


and the nearest KC-135 was in Guam, and they could not qet 2n 


aircraft for twenty-four ours. 


Apo Farge Street, 


I informed both General “Minh and Genera) Non that IT coul’ 
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not get an aircraft for twanty-four hours, and -- go when Big 


Minh had gone, General Don was preparing for the reception of 
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the President and his brother. We started -- T wasn't doing it 
but We got troops in and we cleaned up the whole area, policed 
r 
se out and brought in a large table with green felt on it and 
[eve were preparing to call in the Press so that they would have 
|| coverage of Diem rasigning. 

Vice President Tho ~- T-h-o -- was to be the new Premier 

jot the government and he was to accept the resignation and he 
I wound then bscome the head of the government. 


The thing, the most important fact that they were afraid 


» “of was that they would not be accepted to other qovernments, 


WARD & PAUL 


« would not be recoqnized, so they wanted a legal transition. 


“Also, they prepared to house both Diem and Nhu in the General. 
_istace Headquarters under proper security. That was the way it 
was at the time I departed, when they said -- Ganeral Don told 
ies they were bringing in the Press and I saw movie cameras an” 
Cuetsenaae coming in, and I said this is the time for ma to-aet 


out, and I went home. 


SOON 4 


I jot home, by then my teledhone was re-established and 


got 4 telephone call, come to the Embassy. I want to the 


CMe aatertytaer Pg! 


: Einbassy and I was informed that ft had to find (Diem. Tf was tis: 


and fed up and ?t said, who gave those orders. Thev let me krow 


steer 


DLrh bees 


that thos+ orders tame from ¢he President of the United States. 


So I went back out to the General Staff Headquarters, 





1 Ilqatting there about 10:15, 10:30 in the morning. In the ater 
| 


2 lithey had moved the group from the General Staff Headquarters to 
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the office upstairs and the Officer's Club at the General Staff 


‘| * 

“Headquarters which was right off of the entrance to the General 
, Staff Headquarters. 

F 

\ The Ministers of the former government were all, except 


“one, present and had turned over to the junta, and they were ir 


the process of bhaing talked to and the questioning them and what 


i 
4 
a i 
5B 4 
i 


g have you. I walked in and I saw General Bid Minh -~ I saw all 
i 
, “the Generals, averybody else, but I saw General Big Minh's aid, 


because General Big Minh and Le Van Kim ware talking to Minis- 


tars, to former Ministers of the qovernmant. 
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L told the aide that I wanted to talk to iq Minh and he 

said, what it is beaks and I ae : wanted to know where Diesn 
‘was. Big Minh came over and I axplained to him that it was 
tiimeeeeane to the United States government to know the location 

of President Diem. Big Minh told me they committed suicide. 

I looked at him, and ft gaia, whare. He said they were in 
the Catholic Church at Cho Long, and they committed suicide. 

I think 1 lost my cool at that point, because I think | 
told Big “inh, look, you're a Ruddhist, I'm a Catholic. [ff *45° 
eonmiceas suicide at that church and the priest holds Mass 
tonight, that story won't hold water. I said, where are the’ 


ie Said thev are at the General Staff Headquarters, behin® 


o. the Gereral Staff Headquarters, did T want to see them. An? 


-+OP-SECRET— 





eS Llane aggre» 


said no. He said, why not? And I said, wall, if by chance one 


of a million of the people believe you that they committed 
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| Suicide in Church and I see that they have not committed suicide 


“and I know differently, then if it ever leaks out, I am in 
, trouble. I refused to be a witness to it. 

l 

They had been killed. 


: I returned to the Embassy and so reported and & message 
‘ 


“WaS Sent back to Washington immediately that they were dead, 
* that they were at the General Staff Headquarters. 
Mr. Kirbow. Excuse me, Mr. Conein. Did you report that 
“they had committed suicide as they had told you at the Embassy 
or did you report what you actually knew? 


Mr. Consin. I reported exactly was I said, that ‘I was 
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told that they committed suicide but T refused to witness how 
thay had died, because I didn't want to get myself involved 
in their death, period. 

Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, I'm not quite sure how vou 


can confirm or deny how they could havea committed suicide in 


HAO! 


the church if their bodies wera at the General Staff tead- 
quarters? 


Mr. Conein. Well according to the Original storv thet ¢%:e+ 


. MOAN Horuaptaon, 3 & 


géve out that they both committed suicide in the church -- 
Senator Raker. How could you have told or not tolu by 


looking at the bodies? What difference would it have made? 


ALO First Steet, SP 


Mr. Conein. I know the Vietnamese well enough, Senator, 





tO RO a a eee 


that they leave a lot of Marks On people. 


Senator Baker. So you don't have 4ny doubt in your mind? 
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Mr. Conein. Oh, no, sir. 

Mr. Kirbow. Did you later sea ths Pictures of the body? - 

Mr. Conein. I saw the pictures in, I think, a few days 
{afterwards, I saw the sicturea of it and then there were the 
«pictures of it being handed around. ° 

Senator Mondale. pia they tell you that they had taken 
Spolwon? 
} 

Mr. Conein. Wall, no, they just told me that they had 
“committed suicide. I didn't want to delve into it. 


fir. Kirbow. Would you tell the committee the nature of the 


4pparent deaths from the Photographs? 
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Mr. Conéin. Oh, yes. Diem had been Shot and he had a 
:, bloody face and his head was turned Over to one side and it was 
obvious that his harids had been tied behind his back. 
Ngo Diem Nhu had multiple wounds and‘ also vou could 
that he had been stabbad many times, besides heing shot. 
could tell, and by the running of the blood. 
Mr. Kirbow. Did you later determine in some manner 


Own knowledge how the deaths actually’ occurred? 


»Woshoeaten, 1 ¢ 2000) 


Mr. Conein. Yous, sir. 
Mr. Kirbow. Would you tell the Committee? 


4r. Conein. This is sonething I swore I would never te). 


410 Fest Street. $.£ 


It appeared, first of all, when Diem and Nhu were going ti: 
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pare confessions at the church, they were using a telephone line 
t 


penten they could contact, through the Palace ewitchboard, so it 
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would appear that thay were still in the Palace and someone, I 


‘don't know who, reported where they were. 


i Senator Tower. So they were actually in tha Suen ak 

cho Long? 

| Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, they were in the church. As you 

go in -- you don't know it, but Ngo Dien Nhu was a chain smoker, 


continuously smoking, and he was out in the yard, the little 


courtyard they have around the church, and ha was walking around 


il 
jand he and his brother were walking back and forth, they hac 


One aide with them. 


Mr. Schwarz. Not in custody of the Generals? 


WARD A FALE 


Mr. Conein. Not in touch with the Generals, but somebody 
: Yeported it. 
| First of all, you must understand -- now this is specula- 
“tiou on my part now; I'm not saying how it happened, because I 
don't know how this part happened in fact, but they had so many 
pictures of Diem hung up on public buildings ana in every tt tes 
‘and his picture was all over, like Ho Chi Minh's picture was 
4ll over Saigon now, it was all over, so therafore, he was ver’ 
se Swell known, plus people had seen him, they know him, so it was: 


very difficult for anybody to spot him and make a report. 


General Mai Hluu Xuan and then-Colonel, later General, 


RDIR A sy Ndewal fe 


‘Duong Ngoc Lam took off with armored cars and want to the chure’ 


owt 
i} 


! 
il 
1. 
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‘in radio communications with Big Minh 


| There is a little bit of differance of opinion as to exactly 


4 
4 
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‘aa happened, as exactly what happened at the church. 


‘ Mai Muu Xuan reported to the Prasident, saluted and told 


“him to qet into the armored car. Ngo Dien Nhu protested and 


jasked for a sedan, and this led to an argument. Anyway, they 


lwere shoved into the armored car and were told by the commander 


yof the column, who was Colonel Lam, that they had to use the 


,armored car for their Physical protection. 
i 


' 
t 


; Senator Tower. Was that Colonel Lam, Was he later ICORPS 


{ é 
* Commander? 


Mr. Conein. No, sir, this was a differant Lam. Duong 


Ngoc Lam was a fat little guy who wore ae moustache who used 


to command the civil guard, later becane a Senaral, yes, sir, 
but he was not the ICORPS commander. He's also dead now. 

Anyway, they were coming hack with tha column, who were 
and his antourage and 
when they found out, when Big Minh found ont that they were 
prisoners, he gave an order co his aide, Captain Nhung, and 
Captain Nhung killed them, in the armored car. The bodies were 
taken directly to the General Staff& Headquarters and later on 
in the afternoon they were remover from tha Genaral Staff 
Neadquarters to Clinique St. Paul. 

Senator Towar. Were they killed right ree they were pnt. 


into the armored car? 


Mr. Conein. No, they were killed On the way back, when 
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‘ere thie oe 


we z i 3 oe i 
Big Minh's group, with his aide, crossed the column, halted it, 

and Captain Nhung Stepped into it and killed them. | 

Now other people who ware in the armored car, I agsume -- TI 
ha not know who did the stabbing wounds or anything else. I do 
i aioe the two were killed by Captain Nhung. 
. We knew this within a matter of hours, exactly what 
i happened: and I reported it and it was reported back here at 


i Headquarters exactly what happened. 


I That is the story, sir. 


‘ | Sanator Huddleston. Do you know that Sig Minh qave the 


| order that they be killed? 
dr. Conein. I have it on very good sucnesiey of vary 
Many people that Big Minh gave the order, not only of -~ one 
thing I can say, Senetor, is that I kept contact with the jurnte 


‘until the day that the United States officially recognized the 


- ‘South Vietnamese government. There were several countries that 


va 


‘recognized, and I was acting as the liaison officer for the 
Ambassador to the junta during this period of approximately ten 
days or two weeks. 

Senator tluddleston. Is it true that Bia Minh and the 
Generals had made a definite appointment with the Generals to 
- come to the Palace, at which time President Diem would surrer- 
der? ‘ 


‘Mr. Conein. No, they didn’t make a definite appointmern*. 


Senator ‘"uddleston. - They didn't go to the Palace expecti:: 
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‘tto find*hin? 
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| 
| Mr» Conein. Yes, Big Minh went by himself. He had Phen 


INgoc Tau who knew the Palace the best, Major Bang -- Bra-n-g -- 


“who was in the armored column. I can say that about an hour 
yafter thay left, Major Bang came back and I asked Major Bang, 
whom I had known up in Hanoi back in 1945, I asked him, I said, 


iwhat were your orders? And he said, the orders going through 
'the Palace was that we wera not to fire unless we wera fired 
| 
upon. And I said, well, did you find them? And he said, no 


r 
_ we didn't find tham yet. They had not known at that time where 


4 
vthey wore. 


Senator Huddleston. They expected him to be at the Palac#? 
Mr. Conein. They expected him to be at the Palace. Fverv- 
assumed, including myself, that thay ere at the Palace. 
Senator Huddleston. Is it your, judgmant that at that time 
they had expected to take them peacefully? 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
Senator Huddleston. And to send them out of the country? 
Mr. Conein. What was going to transpire was that thev wer+¢ 
going to take them peacefully. Big Minh himself, as the leeter 
of the junta, was to take escort them back to the General 
Staff Headqurters where they would have the green table anc 
President Diem was to sign over power to the Vice President. 
They gave going to be held until I could qet the aircraft, an} 


‘then they were going to be flown out of the country, because 
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immediately after the signing that Diem would get through the 


Ceremony of turning over tha powars to the Vice President, Tho, 
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|he would ask for asylum and this would be broadcast. 


Senator Huddleston. Then what reason do you believe that 
‘Diem left the Palace? Was it to go to the church, or was he 

li 

|really attempting to slip -- 


i “Mr. Conein. No, sir, we didn't find this out until 
‘ 


4 


afterwards, because it was very baffling. I don't know how 


they got out. Everybody talked about secret tunnels; thare 
i 


' ‘Were secret tunnels. There was a passage, because the Gailong 
“Palace -- now you have to understand that the Doc Lap Palace, 


D-O-c L-a-p, was the Presidential Palace hefore the new one wes 
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‘made, that belonged to the Emperor Bao Dai. The administrative 
the French Governor General's palace was in Gailong Palace. 
When the Palace was bombed in February of '6?2 by the two 
Vietnamese Air Force pilots, they moved out of that Palace an3 
took over the Gailong Palace. 

The ealtone Palace was right behind the Saigon City Hall, 
which Ga eee when it was constructed, was run by the French. 
Well, between the “Sovernor General's Palace, which was the 


Gailong Palace, ard the City Hall was about a half a block. 


Ae dL 


What they had was a passage untlerneath, just like you have here, 
so that. Servants won't have to go out in the hot noonday sun 


and get a paper signed, they could go underneath. 


DLAF Poet Ustemel 


and what: President Diem and Nhu and his aide did was to x0 
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down through that, walk out in front of the City Hall, got into 


an automobile and drove on up to Mai Tuyen's house in Choldlon. 
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| Senator Huddleston. What I'm trying to datermine was what 
“thair motive was? Were they in fact trying to avade being 
apprehended, or were they going to church? 


( 
| Mr. Conein. Sir, there are a lot of things notin this report 


jone of them is the Operation Bravo, and I hate to get into this 


ithing, Bravo I and Bravo II. 
Senator Illuddleston. All I want to know is were they tryina 
i 

leo avoid -- 

3 Mr. Conain. No, sir, because first of all, thay thought, 


‘when the coup started, that it was their coup. 


Senator Huddleston. Well, according to other 
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information ~~ 
Senator Schweiker. Wait a minute. You lost me. 
Senator Huddleston. According to other information -- 
‘Mr. Conein. Yes, wie, 
Senator Huddleston. -- they had made an arrangement with 


Big Minh that they would be at the Palace at a certain time, 


700n1 


OF 


and that Big Minh should come and take them and that they wou!.! 


peacefully surrender and that they would be given passage out 


. Wetusaton, 


of the country. 


a4 


Now as I understand it, Bia Minh and the column that vou 


talk about, the armored cars, want to the Palace with that 


PTO Doegt atemet, 


“assumption they were going to be there. 
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Mr. Conein. Yes, sir 


Senator Huddleston. When they arrived, they were not 


there. 
Mr. Conein. That's right, sir. 


Senator liuddlaston. They did not know whare they were? 


Mr. Conein. No, sir, 


Senator Huddleston. The conclusion I draw is that this 


“ 


ives a breach of faith, and that it. angered the Generals, and 


' because of that, when they did find them, they killed them. 


ly 


;Now is that accurate or not? 


ivy 


Mr. Conein. That is a very accurate way of describing it, 
the reason being is that, if I can make a Personal observation, 
Big Minh is a very proud mar and those of you who have heen to 
Southeast Asia know that face is vary important, and at the 


We 
I 


ilast moment when he lost face, when he was going up there in a!l 
Hof his splendor with a sedan and everything else to receive 
them, this probably was one of the thinas that ticked him off and 
he gave the order. 

Senator lluddleston. Is it your opinion that if they hae 


Carried out the pre-arranged plan ani had surrendered that the 


sCenario would have been much as you “lescrihed? That they wou}! 


e 
’ 
! 4 


‘have nad the Press Conference? 

‘Mr. Conein. If they had carried it out and if Riq Minh 
would nave found than there would -have been too many people 
‘present at the Palace for them to even atteane -< 
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Senator Huddleston. That thay would Probably be alive 
today? 
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Mr. Conein. They would probably he alive today. I might 
i also add that three days afterwards I was instrumental in gettins 
{Ngo Dien Nhu's children out of the country. 

Senator Tower. Senator Mart, do you want to proceed? 

Senator Hart of Michigan. I think that eiaicteias Lt. 

Senator Schwaiker. Mr. Chairman? 

Senator Tower. Senator Schweiker? 

Senator Hart. Well, let mea ask, thea understanding that 
“at no point in the climactic days so far as you knew, was there 


“any discussion of killing Diem? 
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Mr. Conein. No, sir, there had never baen any discussion 


of any tima about Diem himself beiny killed by anybody. T will 
“make One Statement that many people -- and I'm talking about the 


General andother people -- wanted Diem to be around. They could 


‘not stand Nhu and Madam Nhu. This was an opinion of the people. 


The Generals themselves wanted legal turnover of the 


government. 


2000 5 


They wanted international recognition of their 


coup. They did want that. 


Senstor Tower. Senator Schweiker? 


_ Wastpyatie, a4 


Senator Schweiker. You made a point I didn't understan? 


. 
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Yeu said that it was Niem's own coun that he thoudht was 


unfol:ting? 


410 ¢ seas 


Mr. Conein. Yas, because I -- T actually hate to get in thee, 
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bacause it is in this report here. It is a very complicated 


] 


thing “ind you have to understand the davious mind of an Oriental,| 


and I'll tell you what, I spent many years out there and I still: 


don't understand it, but I can understand why they do certain 
things, but don't ask me why. 

In August of 1963, General Ton ThatDinh. had been Military 
ilGovernor, had been appointed Military Governor of Saigon and 


Commander of the Third Corps. General Dinh was therefore in 


power and working for Ngo Dien Nhu and Ngo Nien Diem directly 


1G Hin August of 1963. 


| ; 
“4 : When the military curfew and Military Governor of 


. ' Saigon's powars were taken away on the 18th of September of 


(os. 


’ 
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.1963, Tor That Dinh considered himself the hero of Saigon. 


“gaved the Diem regime in August. 


He also, during that time, had made plans to have what 


* call Bravo I and Bravo II that Diem -- or Nhu ~- would have his 
" 


! own coup, Diem and Nhu would go down to Vung Tau as if thev 
“Were eScaping and there would be immediately a countercoup put 
on by -- all instigated by Nhu -- a countercoup put on by ‘Diem 
at the same time and bring back Nhu and Diem hy popular 
acclimation. 
So, in the beginning of the coup, Ton That Ninh, who was 
gometime erratic -- or, he's still alive; T don't want to se” 


he's erratic -~ or sometimes a little funny, vary devious, he 


l had convinced Ngo Dien Nhu that he was goina to go throuc?. 
I. : 
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this plan. So thay assumed, at 1:00 o'clock in the afternoon 


when troops were moving and everything else that it was their 
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coup. This was Ton That Dinh's plan.. 
“ i What they didn't know was Ton That Dinh was the military 
hi 
5 iicommander of Saigon for the coup. 
6 Senator Schweiker. Double agent, &8 we say. 
7 3 Mr. Conein. Well, he was triple about that time. 
Senator Morgan. Where is he now? 
Mr. Consin. Sir? 
Senator Morgan. Where is he now? 
Mr. Conein. I dontt know. I do not know if he escaped 
» “this last thing or not. I don't know if he qot out. He was a 


= "Senator. 
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Senator Huddlaston. That explains it. 

Senator Schweiker. That's why he was a triple agent. 

Mr. Conein. He was a Senator, an elected Senator of the 
Vietnamese and he was the military chairman of the Senate 


Military Affairs Committee in Vietnan. 


Senator Mondale. You had a substantial amount of money i:. 


D.C. 20003 | 


piasters in your private safe which you wera asked to bring 
with you to the Joint General Staff Headquartars, riqht? 

ir. Conein. I had, and I don't recall exactly the amount 
of money. There is someplace somewhere an accounting of the 


money anc also the signature of General on who received some 


410 Foust Street. $0.) Wasmegtan, 


' of this money. I don't recall -- and I'm telling you 
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truthfully, I don't recall if I had 3 1/2 million or 5 million 
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ee I said I brought a little brown bag; it was one of 


these diplomatic sort of courier bags and it was stuffed with 


4 


‘money. 


i I had made some certain contingency plans for my own 
I 
| protection because it became obvious to me that if anything 


happened that my family might suffer, and also that if the 
4 


& | OLem government found out that I was involved in a conspiracy, 
il 
i 


9 if we may call it that, that I probably would have a very 
i 

1U ‘efficient Vietcong incident -- in Other words, I would be 
5 i 


blown up or assassinated or something like that and it would he 


blamed on the Vietcorg for doing that. 


Therefore, I took certain precautions. 


4 
> 
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I had made arrangements to have one FA Special Forces 
‘€cam available upon signal to protect my house when the coup 
“came off. I had also made arrangements to have a military jeen 
with proper type of communications equipmant so that I would, 
ne matter what happened, I would always be in communication. 

I also -~ 

Senator Mondale. Was your family with you in Saigon? 


Nr. Consin. Yes. I had just had a Gaughtar born three 


WN ca toenasgtcnes 


months before, and one of ths things I wanted was, they could 


steerer Ne 


kill me but I didn't want my family to nay for what I did. 
Therefore, I had one completa FA twuam of the Pifth Special forces 


at my house during the coup. 
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I had made a contingency plan for funds. Now the amount 
4 
vof funds ~-- like I tell you, I don't recall exactly how much, 
it was 3 1/2 or 5 million piasters. 


Senator Baker. How much is that in dollars? 


, 
w 
“a 


Mr. Conein. About $70,006. Now this is roughly, I'm 


ll figuring it up now in my head, I'm not a mathematician. And 


iz took this money and put it in the baq, the brown bag, the 

‘reason being that for the first twenty-four hours there were 
1 two things that were vitally important. There were certain 

Nunits that would be diverted at the last moment. These units 

/ were going to be put into a situation they did not know of, so 
therefore they did not have the rice and the bread. That was 
the most important thing, rice and bread. 


The second thing was that. we did not want, under any 


‘circumstances, of any Personality who would be shot or killed 
ii 


‘during the coup that there wasn't a gesture made to pay off the 
‘Haetis immediately. This is something that you gentlamen 
Probably don't know, but there are no insurances in Vietnan in 
the proper sense that we know of, so there's always, when sone: 
bocy is killed, there is a sum of money qiven, 
The other thind was, we had to have volunteer medical 
facilities available in addition to the military facilities. 
We Wanted to be sure that there were certain medical facilities 


so that we coul'll take care of our own wounded. 


Well, these thinys have to be prepared, gentlemen, anid +her: 
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1 }wasn't a lot of money -- it was a lot of money in plasters. 


2! All of thase monies have been accounted for, they were 
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accounted for by me, thay were signed for by the General, and -- 


ifor each payment. Now, I do not know whera those receipts are, 
4 
9 j Senator Mondale. Could I? I'm not Jetting at -- there's 
af 
Ino implication, I hope, ahout the management of money. I'm just 


trying to find out what the money was for. 


i 


“ir. Conein. It Was to pay for food -- 


Senator Mondale. In Other words, you have something like 


+ Is79,000 in piasters, give or take whatever the arithmetic, 


an? 


how long had you had that money? 


“Ar. Conein. TI hea hal that money since 4pproximately, I 
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would say around the 24th Of October. I had that ina safe in 


my house. 


Senator Mondala. And did that money come to vou through 


‘the CIA? 


4r. Conein. I requested it from the Pinance Office, yess, 


“Hoe! 


Senator Mondale. He Provided you tha Money, you brought 


De 


it ont and kept it in your horia and then when was the fist cal? 


asvaptayys 


‘ 
for the monetv? Was thet the dav -- . 


Magn 


T took it with me. 


Senator Mondale. You had it in your homa? 


DP Peat Qe epee Qe 


Yes, I had it in my home, and when I changed 


‘into uniform to GO Out to General Staff -- 
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Senator Mondale. But they asked you to bring money at 
| 


that time, did they? 


| 
| | 
i Mr. Conein. I had made arrangements that I would bring a 
j 
jcartain sum of contingency funds. 
Senator Mondale. With General Don? 


Mr. Conein. With Ganeral Don. 


: Senator Mondale. He asked you to bring the money, didn't 
j 
jhe? Did I understand you to say bring as much money as you 
f 

could lay your hands on? 


7 4 Mr. Conein. No, not as much money as I could. -If it were 


that, I would have taken a b-bag full. But the thing of it was, 
it was only for a small sum of aoe a contingency fund for 
4 tWenty-four hour or thirty-six hour period, which I did not 
Know at thet time. 

Senator Hoada le. What did you understand that money to t« 

for? For what purposes? 

Mr. Kohat: The money was to pay for those units who, at 
the last moment, when their officers would qive the order to 
march, who had no timz2 to qet their food, to draw the supplies. 

Senator Mondale. Anything else? 

Mr. Conein. To vay for medical -- 

Senator Mondale. Expenses. 

Mr Conein. -- expenses. 


Senator Mondale. All right. 


Anything 6lse? 
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Mr. Conein. To pay the death benefits for any person, 


i} you know, killed. 


Senator Mondale. Did he tell you that's what he wanted it 
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(for, or did you know that that is what it was for? 
Mr. Conein. I knew that's what it was for. 


Senator Tower. I would lika to bring up at this point, 
iDirector Colby has testified about this. 

Mr. Schwarz. Not in the same detail. 

Senator Tower. Not in the same detail. 


Senator Mondale. Well, I'm sorry. 1 was not here this 


morning. 


Senator Tower. That's all right. 


a Pare 


Senator Mondale. So in that Sense, we were bringing, 


a 
< 
z 
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through you, assets which they would use to help carry out and 
Pay the costs of the coup. 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

Senator Mondale. All right. 

Now, was there any discussion about wheather it was risky 
for you to be personally Dresent at the JGS or anywhere else 
with these Generals at or near the time of tha coup? 

© Did you have any discussions about that? 

‘xr. Conein. There were severa) discussions about my 
Personal security prior to the coup. There wera also discussio2:.: 
with me because I was worried about my family in case ~- 


anc 


Senator Mondale. Wall, it was clear that this was verv 
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risky for you, but apart from that, was there any question about 


whether your presence as an American officer would link us, if 
known, to the coup? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

Senator Mondale. Because I think you mentioned you got 
tout of it fast when you saw newsman. 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, I was scared. 

Senator Mondale. You didn't want to be seen there. 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

Senator Mondale. You didn‘t want to be seen there, because 


you didn't want our association, whatever it might be, with this 
group known to the public? 

Mr. Conein. I did not want -- 

Senator Mondale. Is that correct? That's in here? 


Mr. Schwarz. Yes. 


Senator Tower. You,were ordered in and ordered out, weren't 


Mr. Consin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Mondale. Well, vou left vourself? 

Mr. CoOnein. I left myself. 

Senator Mondale. ‘tYithout any orders. 

Mr. Conein. At the momant IT saw that they were going to 
bring the Press in, for the cuviguieedon of President Diem, was 


at the time that they told me to qat tha hell out, General Don 


said, det the hell out, we're bringing in the Press. 





a 
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Senator Mondale. So ware thare discussions about the 


Iwisdom of having you there at all at any time; or did they need 
| : 
Ha liaison? 
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Mr. Conein. No, air, it wasn't a question of a discussion 
jin the sense that you're talking about, Senator. You must 
Junderstand the relationship. I was part and parcel of tha whole 


|consearacy, so if something went wrong, they would go down the 


drain with me. We were all going down the drain together. 


Senator Tower. Can we suspend at thia point? 

Let us go Vota. 

(A brief recess was taken.) 

Senator Tower. Phil, I balieve you had the floor when wa 


suspended. 
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Senator Hart of Michigan. I have no questions. 

Senator Tower. All right. 

Fritz? — 

Mr. Schwarz. To go back to the telephone conversation. about 
“airplane. 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Schwarz. After you obtained the word that you couldn't 
a plane for twenty-four hours, was that word passed on to 
Ngo Dien Diem? 

4r. Conein. No, sir. 


This was a telephone conversation; because President Diem 


410 Forest Steeet, 5.E | Wasnington, O.C. 20001 


talked to Big Minh and to General Don and it was the first 
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time during the whole coup that the President had had a chance to 


italk to Big Minh. Up to that point, he refused at all points to 


talk to Big Minh. 


Mr. Schwarz. And in any event, you are quite sure that 
ithe word about the plane being available but not being available. 


for twenty-four hours didn't get to Mr. Diem? 
i Mr. Conein. I am positive, because the reason being it wae: 
jatter the conversation with Prasident Diem that both Generals. 
Don and Big Minh came to me and asked me about gatting an air- 


| 
ree to get them out. It was after thay had hung up, and this 


'? 


was when I called the Embassy and spoke to “e (CEN, O6 


Mr. Schwarz. And he gave you then three raasons, or three 
comments, about the airplane? fla gave you those right over the 


Phone, or did he call you back? 


! Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, right over the phone and I trans- 
i] 


‘| 
imitted that message back and I don't recall if Big Minh had 


: walked out but I know that General Don had been told by me 


: “exactly that it would take twenty-four hours. 


Senetor Tower. Senator “Mondale had the floor when 
tewepandek: 
. Senator Mondale. Just one quastion. 

How did you arrive at the fiqure of money that you had in 


“your possession with your local office thera? How was that figure 


determined, was it just a ballpark amount? 


Mr. Conein. The amount of money? 
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Senator Mondale. Yas. 

Mr. Conein. That was all that would fit in this briefcase. - 

I wasn't going to haul two briefcases. | 

Senator Mondale. No, what did you -- go to the Director 

say, I°d like tha MGen? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir, I had asked for a certain sum but T 
Gould not put it all in this briefcase. This is why I cannot 
Ul 
| answer you really, if I spent 3 1/2 or 5 1/2. 
I do know that when I went back to check my safe, one of 
hehe packages of 250,000 piasters had fallen over the back end 
“of the littls guide rail, you know, that keeps the safe drawers -- 
ard one of those packages had fallen back and I remember taking 
‘that and I said, look, I've got some left, and I turned it hac% 
in and got a receipt for it. So this is why I cannot tell you 
jaxactly the amount. They know, and I would say roughly it's in 
the $70,000 figure. 

Senator Mondale. Thank you. 

Senator “Morgan. I have just one question. 

Senator Tower. I believe Mr. Colby testified this mornina 
it was 5% million piasters. 

rir. Conein. Yes, sir, but I didn't spend it all. 
Senator Tower. Senator ietqaks 
Senator Morgan. I just have one question, Mr. Conein. 


Do you haves any reason to balieve that there was any undu+ 


delay on the part of the Fmbassy in making a plane available? 
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Mr. Conein. No, sir, the fact being that an aircraft of 
that size, it would take -- because it would have to come from 
Guam, sir, then the pilots would have to brief and all the thing 

lon how to go. Now you must understand also that the airport was 


ii 
‘closed down at that time. No aircraft were coming in or leaving 
4 Fi 


|without special permission. | 
Senator Morgan. Would it hava come to Tan gon Nhat? 


Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 


Senator Morgan. Now did I understand you to tell Senator 


, Mondale that General Minh never knew that it would take twanty- 


: “four hours? : ’ 


Mr. Consin. I don't know wheather he knew it or not. 


» ‘Say that I know that I told this to General Non. I can't recall. 


. ‘This was all -- everything is over with, you know? 


Senator Morgan. But the main thing in my mind, in your 


, “opinion there was no undue delay in making the plan available? 


Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

Senator Morgan. Well that was the question that was in 
a ands 

Senator Tower. I think we were all a little confounded by 
that this morning, but I think the explanativn of that is that 
.the airplane had to fly directly to the country of assylum and 
couldn't stop anyplace alse. That would require longranae 
algerie like the KC-135. You couldn't make it in a C-47. 


‘Senator Morgan. Which would not normally be available or 
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Taiwan? 


Mr. Conein. No, sir, it was not available outsida of. 
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| Guam or Hawaii at that time, sir. Later on they were available 
vin Subick Bay and Clark Field. | 
Senator Tower. Senator Baker? 

Senator Baker. Thank you. . 


Who laid on that requirement that it be a nonstop flight 


af 


to the country of asylum? 


Mr. Conein. This I do not know, if it was the Ambassador 
'Or if this was just an assumption of the people who knew the 


; Ambassador's thinking. This I do not know, sir. I do not know 


if it came from the White House or the State Nepartment. 1 do 
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not Know. 
Senator Baker. Do we know from other material? 


Mr. Kirbow. We assume that McGeorge Rundy might know on 


Monday. 
Mr. Schwarz. We don't know. 


f Pid you have an assumption from the conversation with fr. 


2000+ 


that he was prepared for your quastion? I maan, he came 


o.€ 


back with an answer that had three rather complicated points. 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. I assumed that tha moment that } 


>, would get the go ahead from the junta that thev wanted the 


4 


aircraft that I would levy the requirement and the Fmbassv a1! 


21D Forst Street, S$... Wastingtion. 


< the military were prepared to levy the requirement immediate!::. 


Mr. Schwarz. No, but did you assume from your conversati:*. 
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ith Mr hon he was prapared for your question in light of| 


the complex answer that he came back with? ! 


Mr. Conein. Sir, I don't know, I- would assume that he had 


MS 
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@6n FDepared and obviously if he was prepared that well that 








Somebody must have talked to him. I wasn't there. I was at 
i 
6 |Ithe other Place. 
” 1 . fe. Schwarz. Just to make sure the record ig Clear on it, 





8 for those rules laid down in the telephone conversation, 


9 jthere Were airplanes that the United States had control over 


10 which could have been used? 
Fi 4 
! 


— 11 [ Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
4 t Ff 
Cc. : Int If -= for exampla, sir, let me Point out one thing, that cs 
=f 4 a Fy 
: lz lit it had been Philippines Islands that Granted asylum first x 
< “- 3 
z 


Cc 14 ‘that We would then not have had to use a C-135, wae could have 


1s “used General Harkins' ¢C~139 which was a converted VIP Plane. _ 


oe : Pe 

16! But at that time ana under those Stentn stances there was ba 
7 a ’ a ve 
~ VW: ino way of knowing which country -- assume that it was Japan, a 


te we did not want the airplane to land in Taiwan. 
or 





8 ve ‘Mr. Schwarz. But that was a Matter of choice? 

: Bi : “Mr. Conein. A matter of choice. 

? B 3 Senator Baker. What do you mean, “we didn't?” - 

: oy ; Mr. Conein. We -- according to my instructions, were that 
: ae "he airplane was not to make a stop. | 

24 : Senator Baker. What do you Mean, “we"? You said 





- ps lyou didn't know who laid on that. requirement. Was that your 
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Mr. Conein. I say we don't know. I'm talking now, we 


the United States government, 


fy 
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I'm assuming, because the gentlenan 


wa» 


Thas asked me a question and I assume that he had talked to 
5 i the Ambassador. 








6 Senator Baker. Any further questions, any members of the he 

| eis 

7 |Committes? ~ Ta 

8 | I reckon that's it, es 

tm a 

9 : Mr. Conein. Thank you vary much, sir. eee 
16 ; Senator Tower. Thank you, Mr. Conein. 


We appraciate your 
es i testimony. 





oat We will ask you back to discuss the matter that Senator 


WARD 8 PauL 





ig ‘Baker brought up. 









Mr. 





Conain. 





At your convenience, sir. 





(The questions by Senator Baker follows:) 
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Senator Tower. Let's go back on the record. 


Prone {Ares 202) 


Senator Baker. Nz. Conien, while we're waiting for the 
| other Committee members to return, I have a few questions on 
f other matters and we can arrange the transcript so that it 
[wana not interrupt the flow of your other testimony, if that's 


‘all right with you, Mr. Chairman. 


Senator Tower. All right. 


Woolston-Smith? 


| Senator Baker. Are you acquainted with a man namad A. J. 


i Mr. Conein. A. J. Woolston? No, sir. 
Senator Baker. A private investigator in New York City? 


Mr. Conein. No, sir. 


WARD & FAUL 


Senator Baker. Do you have any information about the 
: involvement of the CIA, the DEA or its predecessor ~-- what was 
: * the predecessor? 

Mr. Conein. SBNDD. 

Senator Baker. -- in any domestic assassination? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 


Senator Raker. Do you have any knowledge of any assassine- 


tions or any attempted assassinations of versons related to 


_ Wosningtan, O.C. 20003 


_ | dinternational drug traffic by persons connected or affiliated 


S.6 


with the CIA or the DFA? 


‘ir. Conein. No, sir. 
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Senator Baker. None at ali? 
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Mr. Conein. No, sir. 


F Senator Baker. Do you have any knowledge of any CIA 
| invoivenent in any drug traffic for profit in Vietnam? 


Mr. Conein. No, sir, I do not. 


Senator Baker. Have you ever been involved in or had any 


Hy 
+ 
’ 


knowledge of the purchase or the Manufacturer or sale of 


+ 


{assassination devices to or by a Federal government agancy? 


Mr. Conein. Sir, I think you are referring to something 


hat was asked by Senator Weicker one time when I was looking 
tat‘ Title III equipment, which is bugging equipment for the 
‘Drug Enforcement Administration. . I was shown some, without 
solicitation, I was shown some devices, that were booby-trap 
type devices. I would like to make it a part of the record 
ne the Sacer Service has been completely informed of this 
and also the Alcohol, Tobacco and Pirearm. know of these 
devices. 

And I also furnished a completa brochure of all the 
description of these assassination type devices to the Secret 
Service. 

Senator Baker. flave you got a copy of that brochure? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir, I do not. 

Senator Morgan. Senator Baker, would you yield on that? 

Senator Baker. Yes. 

Senator Morgan. Would you repeat that name again? I'm 


a 


sorry, when you say non-related, I started reading the paper. 
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Would you give ma that name again? 


Senator Baker. The name?’ 


Prone (Aras 202) 544-4000 


Senator Morgan. Yes, sir. = 
Senator Baker. Mr. A. J. Woolston-Smith. 


Senator Morgan. Was that somewhere around Alexandria 


Senator Baker. Well, he's been hare, and he's bean in 


8 WNew York City, he's been in St. Louis, and I understand at one 


1 
9 he had an office on the Wast Coast. 


10], | Senator Morgan. Would you edd to that the name Paris. 
h 
1} | Theodore, with regards to any kind of assassination devices? 


Lal 


Mr. Conein. No, sir. 
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Mx. Schwarz. Who did show you the assassination devices? 
Mr. Conein. This was, I think, Saunene Weicker asked me 
Ugeekaeluariy in January, I don't recall the date, that he had 
“a report hae I had seen assassination devices. I had testified 
" personally to the Senator with an attorney present, and while 
there I told him that there was another one of my staff members 


4 


had been present and had seen the same devices and he called | 


O.c. 2000) 


for. the staff mamber who verifiad everything that I had said, 


and I did not open my mouth during the questioning of this 


Wasmhiegian, 


cet other member of my staff. 
f4r. Schwarz. Who showad you the assassination devices. 


Mr. Conein. Sir? 


A1G Fast Steeetl se, 


Mr. Schwarz. ‘Who showed you tha assassination devices? 
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Senator Tower. Could we suspend this line of questioning 





i 
for a moment? | of 
: I 
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1 Senator Towar. Off the record. 





2 (Discussion off the record.) 


Senator Baker. I will refrain from asking the question, 
4 "put I wish the next time that we ask, Mr. Conein :-. 
(1 


5 [to come back here and bring with him the paraphenalia, the 


6 |jdevices, and any brochures that he has. 


fa 


7 | Senator Tower. Do you have any of the devices? 
8 | Mr. Conein. No, sir. 
a 9 | Senator Tower. Do you have the brochure? 
10 | Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, I hava a copy of the brochure that 
1k EI furnished the Secret Service. 


rp Senator Baker. I might ask this one thing, or mention 


12 .this one thing, rather. You might be prepared to describe to 


“ “us how you came to have the brochure, particularly with referencd 


0 A 1, | fj - 
WARD @& FauLy 


ito whether you solicited it or wera solicited and whether this 


a 16 ae the only one that you ever had, and similar material. 
5 Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 
i Senator Tower. Anything further? 
3 - All right. 
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2 |ithis Si deke Sealers ie ans until Monday afternoon at 


2:00 o'clock. 


Ct 


Prone {Ares 202} 544-6000 37 


2 8 wee oe cee 


4 (Whereupon, at 5:04 o'clock p.m., the hearing in the 7 


§ jabove-entitled matter was recessed, to reconvene at 2:00 o'clock 


6 Pp-M., Monday, June 23, 1975). | 
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22a discs tay generat offices: 
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